" MAX
WEBER
PROGRAMME

THE MAX WEBER
PROGRAMME HANDBOOK







THE MAX WEBER PROGRAMME
HANDBOOK 2025-2026

Aims and Description of the Programme............cccccoeeunnnnne. 3
INErOAUCTION .ttt 3
Multidisciplinary Research Activities.......cccceecuueuunennnnnnnnnne. 5
LeCtUres ..o 5
The June Conference ..ot 5
Book Roundtables ...........ccccviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiic 6
Occasional Lectures..........ccoociiiiiiiiiiiiiiiciicccece 6
Multidisciplinary Research Workshops ............ccccccoiiiiiiiis 6
Communication Beyond Discipline ..........c.cccocoiiiiiiiiiiin. 6
Academic Practice Activities.......cccccevvivvnnnnnnnnnniiiiiiiiiiinnnnnn. 7
Draft PUblication.......c.ccoiiiiiiiiiicc e 7
Individual feedback on September Presentations....................... 8
Public Speaking ........cccooiiiiiiiiiii 8
Conference SKills .......coouiiiiiiiiiii 8
Research Writing and Publication Courses and Support............. 8
Writers’ Groups .......ooviiiiiiiiiiiiiiic 11
Text Revision and Editing .....cccveeiiiiiiiniiiiiicccc 11
Individual Consultations .........c.cevviiiieriiiiiienicecc e 11
Teaching Module and Teaching Certificate........cccccvevierieennnnn 12
Grant Application Skills Workshop ..........cccccooiiiii 12
Job market sessioNns ......c.cooiiiiiiii 13
ACO CoNfEreNnCe ..c..ccviiiiiiiiiii e 13

Research and Mission Funding...........cccoevievuueeiiiiinniieennnnncnnnns 13



Externally-funded Fellowships, Extensions for a Second

Year and CIVICA exchanges.......ccceeuueeiiiiiiiirennenicinnnnneennennee. 14
Departments and Mentors...........cceeeeiiiiiiiiiiinnnneeeeececenennnnnn. 15
Representatives and Governance ...........eueeeeeeeeiiiiiiiiiiiinnnnnn. 16
DIrECTON ..t 16
Steering CommMIEEE ....eiiiiiiiiiiiiii e 16
Representatives ... 16
Quality ASSUIANCE .....eiiiiiiiiiii et 17
The Max Weber Programme Team............cccceeeeeevrernvnnennnnnne. 18
MWP traffic lights: compulsory, strongly recommended,

suggested actiVities ........ueeeeeiiiiiiiiiiiiinnnnnneeeccccne 20
Mandatory Activities, Deadlines and Closures 2025-26........ 21
Max Weber Fellows 2025-2026 ..........cuuuuuureurnniiiiiiiiiiiiinnnnn. 24
Department of ECOnomics..........cccooveiiiiiiiiiiiiii, 26
Department of History and Civilisation ............cccccccciiiiiinnn 34
Department of Law........cccooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiecc 46
Department of Political and Social Sciences.............ccccocceieie 60
Robert Schuman Centre for Advanced Studies..........cccceeeene.ne. 79

Florence School of Transnational Governance........ccccccuvueeeeee.... 96



AIMS AND DESCRIPTION OF THE
PROGRAMME

INTRODUCTION

Welcome to the Max Weber Programme (MWP), and congratula-
tions on making it into one of the most selective and prestigious
postdoctoral programmes in the world. The Max Weber Programme
is distinctive in three main ways. First, it is a global programme lo-
cated in an international institution that is dedicated to research in
four core disciplines: Economics, History, Law, and Social and Po-
litical Science. Second, the next cohort is the most heterogeneous
that the Programme has ever had counting 71 Fellows of over 30
nationalities. Third, it differs from most postdoctoral programmes
that consist of little more than a stipend and a place to work. In-
stead, it offers a Programme with a dedicated philosophy of post-
doctoral studies.

The philosophy of the MWP has two main components. First, a be-
lief that intellectual community, dialogue, and scholarly synergetic
exchanges within and between disciplines are fundamental to the
early phase of one's academic career and significantly enhance the
quality of research. Second, the conviction that a successful aca-
demic career depends not only on high quality research and publi-
cations but also on understanding the world of ‘academic practice”:
teaching, assessment, writing and speaking well, competitive bid-
ding for research funds, networking and the like.

Two main features of the MWP give expression to this philosophy:
the multidisciplinary research activities (lectures, multidisciplinary
research workshops organised by Fellows, roundtables, confer-
ences aiming at enhancing and stimulating interdisciplinarity) and
the academic practice activities (covering all aspects of an academ-
ic career, including support for academic writing in English, apply-
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ing for research grants, the opportunity to teach in leading Europe-
an universities and get the EUl Teaching Certificate, developing a
strategy for a successful approach to the academic labour market).

COMPULSORY ELEMENTS

To ensure intellectual community building amongst Fellows, to en-
hance your appreciation of each other’s disciplines and research,
and to get the most personally from the advice and resources avail-
able to you within the MWP and the EUl more generally, the MWP
includes the following compulsory elements.

1.

Residence - To play an active part in the Programme and
in the academic activities of the academic unit of affiliation,
Fellows are required to live in the area of Florence for the
duration of the Fellowship.

September Presentations — These provide an opportunity
for all Fellows to showcase their research and get acquaint-
ed with each other's research but also to get individual feed-
back from peers and from the EUI Centre of Academic Lit-
eracies and Languages (CALL) identifying areas of potential
growth in academic communication.

Max Weber Lectures — The lectures aim at opening up
Fellows" intellectual horizons by exposing them to topical
themes of broad academic interest and cutting-edge re-
search across the disciplines of the Programme. They also
provide a plenary gathering of all Fellows along with re-
searchers and professors across the EUI community.
Submission of a Draft Publication — All Fellows are sup-
posed to write articles and/or books and book chapters
while at the EUI. This submission of a draft publication pro-
vides a check on progress but also an occasion to engage in
a critical discussion that may help Fellows both substantively
and formally in an intensive way with a key piece of research.
June Conference - This annual conference provides Fellows
with a final plenary occasion to participate in the intellectual
community of the MWP and an opportunity to meet with
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members of the global Max Weber Fellowship network.

6. Individual Page for the MWP Annual Report — This forms
a core component of the MWP reporting to stakeholders
on the progress of Fellows over the course of the academ-
ic year. It also offers an opportunity to showcase Fellows'
achievements by providing a useful summary of what they
have accomplished over their time at the EULI.

MULTIDISCIPLINARY RESEARCH ACTIVITIES

The Multidisciplinary Research Activities aim at improving Fellows’
understanding of the different disciplines and seeing the possible
advantages and disadvantages of combining them in various ways
within an interdisciplinary approach.

Lectures

The monthly Max Weber Lectures are a cornerstone of the intellec-
tual life of the Max Weber Programme, offering a platform for lead-
ing and emerging scholars and public intellectuals to engage with
a broad academic community at the EUI. They typically take place
monthly, on Wednesdays. Fellows are invited to suggest lecturers
to the MWP Director.

The June Conference

Every year in June, the MWP hosts the Max Weber Fellows’ June
Conference, an occasion for all current and selected former Fel-
lows to present their work, engaging and fostering the sense of
community. Fellows are encouraged to volunteer to be part of the
June Conference Organising Committee, in charge of choosing the
conference topic, writing the call for papers, selecting the former
Fellows, designing the programme, with the support of the MWP
Team.
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Book Round Tables

Fellows are encouraged to organise Book Roundtables when a ma-
jor new work in one or several disciplines of the EUl appears. These
roundtables should involve the author(s), one or several members
of the wider EUl community and one or more Max Weber Fellows
to discuss the work. Fellows are welcome to make suggestions to
the MWP Director for invitations.

Occasional Lectures

Apart from the monthly Max Weber Lectures, Fellows can also
suggest speakers in their field of research for Occasional Lectures.
These lectures should be of interest to a broad group of Fellows,
Professors and researchers.

Organisation of these Lectures is subject to budgetary availability
and must be discussed with the MWP Team well in advance to al-
low for smooth planning.

Multidisciplinary Research Workshops

Fellows have the chance to organise workshops involving other Fel-
lows, external speakers, EUl Faculty and researchers. Such events
are expected to involve Fellows from more than one discipline.
This activity is not mandatory but encouraged to promote the in-
teraction between Fellows of different academic units. Every year
in November a call for proposals is published. Selected proposals
will receive funding for the organisation of the workshop with the
support of the MWP Team.

Communication Beyond Discipline

Fellows are encouraged to produce communication items with the
potential to attract a wider audience. Such items may be social
media posts (we encourage mentioning the EUl Max Weber Pro-
gramme LinkedIn account when posting about activities supported
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by the MWP), producing feature articles for the MWP Newsletter
and/or the EUI blogs. The EUI Research Communication Service
can be contacted for interviews that are published on the various
EUI channels.

ACADEMIC PRACTICE ACTIVITIES

The Academic Practice Activities aim at improving Fellows’ compe-
tencies in areas essential for academic excellence and career devel-
opment. These include seminars and workshops, courses stretching
across a term or the entire academic year, small working groups
working towards similar goals, and individual feedback. The cours-
es are provided in coordination with the English Unit of the EUI
Centre of Academic Literacies and Languages (CALL). Fellows can
select the most appropriate activities depending on the skills they
wish to improve. The activities are presented at the beginning of
each academic year during an introductory meeting. Fellows are
then required to register to attend the courses.

Draft Publication

The Draft Publication is a compulsory element of the MWP. It is a
way of ensuring that Fellows produce a piece of research of pub-
lishable quality that has benefited from feedback from both a sub-
stantive and formal (linguistic and presentational) point of view.
Fellows are invited to view the requirement flexibly as an occasion
to produce draft articles, book chapters, or working papers. The
deadline for submission is 31 March 2026. In case of publications
outside the EUI, Fellows are expected to inform the MWP Team.
The MWP should also be credited within such publication. Fellows
should publish on the EUl's open-access repository Cadmus. Fel-
lows are encouraged to submit information about recent publica-
tions to Cadmus and to the MWP Newsletter and are required to
list the Draft Publication in their individual page of the MWP Annual
Report.
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Individual feedback on September Presentations

Individual feedback on September Presentations provides the op-
portunity for one-on-one sessions with a member of the EUI Cen-
tre of Academic Literacies and Languages (CALL) to identify and
discuss areas of potential growth in the field of academic public
speaking skills. Fellows are assigned a time slot to receive feed-

back.

Public Speaking

This workshop offers a comprehensive guide to public speaking in
a global academic setting. Fellows will learn, for example, how to
conduct a target audience analysis, develop content and structure
it for maximum impact, create and effectively use visual aids that
support ideas, or handle tough questions. The aim is to show that
public speaking in an academic setting may be an exciting, enjoya-
ble, and energising experience.

Conference Skills

The Conference Skills workshop is designed to familiarise ear-
ly-stage researchers with the core principles of effective organisa-
tion of academic conferences. It addresses both stages, planning
and managing a conference, and focuses on practicalities related
to diverse issues, such as writing the conference call, team devel-
opment, communication before, during, and after the conference,
timetabling, slot chairing or choice of conference session formats.
These workshops can be particularly useful to those volunteering
to be part of the Organising Committee of the June Conference.

Research Writing and Publication Courses and Support

The overarching aim of the Research Writing and Publication of-
ferings is to help Fellows consolidate the research writing and or-
ganisational skills needed to construct and maintain a strong pub-
lishing profile, while at the same time providing timely support for
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producing specific publishing outputs typically expected during
the postdoc period. The taught courses are provided and coor-
dinated by the English Unit of the EUI Centre of Academic Litera-
cies and Languages (CALL). The registration is through the CALL
website (https://www.eui.eu/ServicesAndAdmin/LanguageCentre/
Languages/English). The Writers’ Groups and one-off workshops
are organised directly through the Max Weber Programme on the
basis of Fellows' expressions of interest.

English 601 — From Dissertation to Book

This course supports Fellows in developing their disserta-
tion project into a book; it thus supports a key career de-
velopment need for many of our community at the EUL
This course comprises 3 ‘blocks’ of 4 workshops that will help
participants work towards the publication of a monograph based
on their dissertation. The blocks are standalone, so Fellows
might want to join one in their first year, then another in their
second year. Attendance is expected to be in-presence. Fel-
lows should be aware that they need to set time aside to work
on these tasks to participate fully in the block they are attending.
The first block focuses on the book proposal, from identifying a
potential publisher to how to reframe your dissertation’s contribu-
tion as a more substantial intervention in the field that will look
‘marketable’ to a publisher. In the second block Fellows will revise a
body chapter to make its form and style more appealing to a wider
scholarly audience. The third is also an opportunity to revise a book
chapter but is run more as a writers’ group (with peer and teacher
input).

English 602 - Style in Research Writing

The overall aim of this course is to expand the expressive range
and enhance scholarly ‘voice’ and effectiveness. By the end of this
course participants will be able to: make stylistic voice sound clear-
ly; understand how syntax and vocabulary affect style; understand
how style affects the reader. Topics will include (according to partic-
ipants’ needs and interests): information flow and how to modulate
it by using conventional and ‘marked’ (emphatic) sentence struc-
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tures; active vs. passive voice (reasons for using or not); I/we as part
of a scholar’s ‘rhetorical toolkit’; typical tense use in different parts
of the research paper; other topic(s) indicated as relevant by par-
ticipants in the pre-course task that will be sent to all participants.
This course takes the participants’ own research writing and that
of established scholars in their fields as a starting point to explore
the interface between form (grammar/syntax), style/rhetoric, and
argumentative structure.

English 603 - From Draft to Submission

This course is designed to help early-career researchers turn a
pre-existing draft (e.g., a conference paper, course paper, or thesis
chapter) into a publishable academic journal article. The sessions
address both rhetorical and stylistic issues related to drafting and
revising your article. With the needs of early career academics firm-
ly in mind, the aim of this course — inspired by Wendy L. Belch-
er's Writing Your Journal Article in 12 Weeks (Sage, 2009),but also
drawing on other materials — is to get a journal article into pub-
lishable form. Participants need to be able to commit to the entire
length of the course and will profit most from it if they already have
an article on the go, ready to be revised, and can set aside a signif-
icant amount of time between each session (approx. 5+ hours) in
order to work on articles.

English 606 — Creative Research Writing

This 8-week course is intended to help think about, refresh, and
hopefully enjoy writing creatively about research. The intention is
not to encourage to submit a piece of creative writing to a research
journal or dissertation supervisor; it is to reflect on technical and
stylistic decisions, and to equip participants to write for other audi-
ences; even how to push the limits of scholarly prose. Participants
will be reading short extracts and essays each week and thinking
about style, address, mode(s) of argumentation, uses of evidence,
and lots of other things. Some of the authors on the list for this year
are: Ted Chiang, Kodwo Eshun, Alison Gopnik, Christina Sharpe,
and Mackenzie Wark. Thanks to the collaboration with the Euro-
pean Review of Books, their editors have agreed to read and com-
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ment on the end-of-course submissions, provided they're in good
enough shape to send.

Writers' Groups

Supportive peer feedback can be a powerful catalyst for productive,
sustained research writing and publishing. Fellows are encouraged
to join Writers’ Groups facilitated by the Teaching and Learning
Officer to obtain regular feedback from colleagues on draft arti-
cles and chapters prior to journal submission. The groups are usu-
ally comprised of 4-5 Fellows who share a disciplinary basis and/
or common research interests. The Programme provides meeting
space, session facilitation, and logistical support. If you are interest-
ed in joining or forming a group, please contact the MWP Teaching
and Learning Officer to get started.

Text Revision and Editing

All written work (articles, book reviews, book chapters etc.) for
which Fellows would like revision/editing should be sent directly
to the editor Alyson Price (Alyson.Price@ext.eui.eu). Meetings to
discuss work may follow.

Individual Consultations

Individual consultations provide the opportunity for one-on-one
sessions with a member of the CALL team to discuss research writ-
ing in progress. These sessions can also be used to look over your
application materials, revise book or research proposals, prepare
and practice ‘dry runs’ of conference presentations and job talks,
do interview practice, or support other professional communication
needs. It is possible to arrange also on-site and online teaching
observation and relative feedback.
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Teaching Module and Teaching Certificate

The Teaching Certificate Module reflects global trends in the do-
main of teaching and learning practices in the Higher Education
(HE). Reconciling traditional and innovative teaching theories with
the day-to-day pragmatics is often easier said than done, especial-
ly when students’ and institutions’ expectations grow and external
factors keep changing the rules of the game unexpectedly. This is
why this programme is set to enhance Fellows’ ability to develop
their own teaching skills set and adapt to the diverse teaching envi-
ronments of national and institutional cultures in a fully flexible and
professional manner.

The programme includes the creation of Fellows’ own teach-
ing portfolio that will be based on Fellows’ previous formal, in-
formal and non-formal experience and training; six face-to-face
sessions focused on (a) introduction to teaching at HE institutions
and course design, (b) lesson design, (c) teaching tools and meth-
ods, and microteaching practice, and (d) feedback, assessment and
reflection; a Teaching Practice Week in a partner university. The
Teaching Module and partner universities for the Teaching Practice
Week are presented in October during the Preparatory meeting.

Grant Application Skills Workshop

This workshop is designed to familiarise early-stage researchers
with essential skills that can be effectively adopted in writing pro-
ject and grant applications and proposals. It offers sessions which
address project and grant applications and proposals from several
perspectives, such as appropriate content and style, effective or-
ganisation, clarity in structuring information and specific audience
analysis. Through participative activities, Fellows will gain hands-on
experience with some best practices, discuss issues and have an
opportunity to reflect on their own approaches and strategies.
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Job market sessions

Introductory workshop on developing an effective ‘job-market
package’ (CV, cover letter, supporting documents) and targeting it
to a specific job call/position to ‘make the match’ most effectively.
The workshop is designed for those who anticipate being on the
job market during the current academic year or are interested in
general in how to strategically present their academic profiles with
specific career opportunities in mind.

ACO Conference

This conference sees the participation of EUl project managers,
senior researchers and professors, and explores how to get a Marie
Sklodowska-Curie Fellowship and an ERC grant. The conference is
an occasion to get tips but also learn from successful (and unsuc-
cessful) projects.

RESEARCH AND MISSION FUNDING

Fellows have at their disposal 1,000 euros for research activities
such as missions (attendance at conferences and workshops, visits
to archives and libraries), registration fees for events, memberships
and journal submission fees, and/or hiring an EUI PhD researcher
for short-term research assistance. All research activities and ab-
sences from Florence must be approved in advance by the MWP
Director through a Mission Order Request on the EUI Reimburse-
ment Platform. The request has to be submitted at least 10 working
days before the intended date of departure. Fellows can discuss
their planned research activities beforehand with the MWP Team,
which can give advice and help with putting together the necessary
forms. If the request is not approved or the mission order request is
not filled in on time, it will not be possible to claim a refund.
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In the case of two-year Fellowships, Fellows may carry over up to
500 euros from their first year, giving a maximum of 1,500 euros in
the second year.

If Fellows are on the job market, it is possible to apply for an addi-
tional amount of up to 1,000 euros to cover the costs of attending
major job market meetings, or for attending job interviews. Fellows
will need to provide the appropriate evidence that the additional
funds are used for this purpose and confirm that the prospective
employer has not covered the expenses for the job interview.

EXTERNALLY-FUNDED FELLOWSHIPS,
EXTENSIONS FOR A SECOND YEAR AND
CIVICA EXCHANGES

The Max Weber Programme believesitisin Fellows' interest to move
on and find a permanent job elsewhere. However, for some Fellows
an externally-funded continuation of the MWP Fellowship provides
a suitable next step in their career. Those Fellows considering
this possibility should discuss it first with the Director and get a
support statement from their mentors and Head of Academic Unit
they are affiliated to. The deadline for application is in the spring.
The procedure for applying as well as the criteria for an externally
funded position are described on the MWP web page. Externally
funded Fellows do not have mission/research funds.

The EUl is a partner in the CIVICA network of European universities
in the humanities and social sciences. Max Weber Fellows can ap-
ply for a postdoctoral exchange of 10 months in one of the partner
universities after their Fellowship. The call will be published in the
spring (if funds are available).

Those Fellows not successful in the job search by the end of the
Fellowship or with a short gap between finishing at the EUl and
starting your new position, can request the status of Visiting Fellow
(temporarily). This does not give access to any grant or mission
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funds, but it will allow Fellows to present themselves with an EUI
affiliation, use the library, and attend all the activities of the MWP.

Only in extraordinary cases support be extended to a third year.
For non EU fellows, assistance on Visa and Immigration matters is
not automatic and will be provided only under specific conditions.

DEPARTMENTS AND MENTORS

Each Fellow is attached to either an acadmic unit, the Robert Schu-
man Centre for Advanced Studies (RSC), or the Florence School of
Transnational Governance (STG). Fellows are allocated a mentor
within the academic unit of affiliation. Departments and different
fields operate in different ways, some having closer and others loos-
er involvement with Fellows. Fellows should actively seek and meet
their mentors at least twice a term and report to mentors regularly.
Mentors typically read and comment on the Draft Publication and
research proposal, they may offer career advice concerning publi-
cation strategies and job and grant applications.

All Departments have a professor responsible for co-ordinating
links with the Max Weber Programme, who sits on the MWP Steer-
ing Committee. For 2025-2026 they are:

Economics
Leonardo Melosi (Leonardo.Melosi@eui.eu)

History and Civilisation
Ménica Bolufer Peruga (monica.bolufer@eui.eu)

Law
Martijn Hesselink (martijn.hesselink@eui.eu)

Political and Social Sciences
Simon Hix (simon.hix@eui.eu)

Robert Schuman Centre
Erik Jones (Erik.Jones@eui.eu)
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School of Transnational Governance
Tommaso Nannicini (tommmaso.nannicini@eui.eu)

REPRESENTATIVES AND GOVERNANCE

Director

The Academic Director represents the Max Weber Programme on
the Executive Committee (EC) and in the Academic Council (AC)
and is responsible for communication and coordination of activities
with the EUl and Max Weber Representatives. The Director meets
Max Weber Representatives regularly.

A Steering Committee

The Steering Committee for Post Graduate Fellowships (SC) is
chaired by EUl's President the and consists of representatives of
the Departments (the Departmental Leads), the RSC, and the STG.
The SC meets typically twice a year: once in late November or early
December, to agree the selection of Fellows for the following year
and discuss the Annual Report, once at the end of June/early July
to discuss the feedback from the surveys and self-assessment and
to launch the call for applications and discuss and agree on any
changes that might be necessary.

Representatives

Postdoctoral Fellows have an elected representative at the
Executive Committee and the Academic Council. In addition,
each Department and the RSC and STG group choose a
Representative who also attends the departmental meetings and
those of the RSC and the STG. All in all, there are six, possibly
seven, Max Weber Representatives (Reps). The Reps also meet
with the MWP Director regularly. The Reps should talk with their
disciplinary colleagues on a regular basis and raise any issues
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with either the MWP Director, the Departmental Leads, or the

EC and AC Representative, and of course bring issues up at the
regular meetings. The Reps may also wish to organise an informal
or formal consultation with all Fellows on particular issues.
Representatives of the Fellows meet with the Research Council
every year. Fellows also sit on EUl committees, e.g. the Ethics,
Gender or Social Welfare Committees.

Quality Assurance

All Fellowships need to be approved by the Executive Committee.
The MWP presents a more detailed self-assessment on a regular
basis, which involves external assessors from outside the EUI, such
as funders of other major postdoctoral programmes, and which is
presented to the Research Council.
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THE MAX WEBER
PROGRAMME TEAM

The MWP Team is happy to help you with any information you may
need and will try its best to ensure the Programme is tailored as
closely as possible to Fellows’ requirements.

Sergio Puig De La Parra
Academic Director of Programme
Email: Directormwp@eui.eu
Office: BF435

Julia Hiltrop
Administrative Coordinator
Email: mwp@eui.eu

Office: BFO34

Elisa Ciani
Administrative Assistant

Email: mwp@eui.eu
Office: BFO59
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Claudia Angelini
Administrative Assistant

Email: mwp@eui.eu
Office: BFO59

Katie Fry

Teaching and Learning Officer
Email: katie.fry@eui.eu

Office: BFO59

Alyson Price
MWP Editor
Email: Alyson.Price@ext.eui.eu
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Compulsory

Strongly
recommended
to select at
least three

Suggested

September Presentations and
Feedback

MWP Lectures
Max Weber Fellows' June Conference
Draft publication

Individual page for the MWP Annual
Report

From Draft to Submission
Teaching Module

Public speaking

Creative writing
Conference skills

Job market sessions
Dissertation to Book
Style in Research Writing

Grant application skills and ACO
Conference

Writers Groups

Individual consultations with CALL
Communication Beyond Discipline
MWP Masterclasses
Representatives of the Fellows
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Mandatory Activities, Deadlines and Closures 2025-26

When What

2 September 2025 Registration Day

Start of the Year meeting with MWP team

8 September 2025 i
and welcome reception

17-18-19-22-23-24

September 2025 September Presentations

12 September 2025 Ifnformatlve meeting on MWP missions and
unding

12 September 2025 /Iiiclf-pff session on Academic Practice

ctivities

Preparatory meetings for the Teaching

13 October 2025 Module and Teaching Practice Week

23 October 2025 Expression of interest in the MWP Teaching
Module

- 1 October 2025

- 5 November 2025 -
Kholi Award

- 19 November 2025
- 14 January 2026
- 4 February 2026
- Other dates TBC

MWP Lectures Series
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31 October 2025

Institute closed — All Saints’ Day

2 November 2025

Early-Stage Researcher (ESR) research
funding call

17 November 2025

Proposals for Multidisciplinary Research
Workshops

24 November 2025

Expression of interest to be part of the
MWP June Conference Organising
Committee

22 December 2025 -
4 January 2026

Institute closed — Winter closure

23 February 2026

ACO Conference

16 March 2026

Submission of proposal for the June
Conference

31 March 2026

Applications for externally funded
Fellowship

31 March 2026

Draft publication submission

22
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2-7 April 2026 Institute closed — Easter break

1 May 2026 Institute closed — Labour Day

10-11 June 2026 MWP Fellows’ June Conference

1 July 2026 IRndividuaI pages for the MWP Annual
eport

20 July 2026 Eellows are free to leave the
rogramme

4-17 August 2026 Institute closed — Summer break

Please regularly check our |-Calendar of MWP Activities, you can
access/import the calendar from any device and/or client support-
ing the iCalendar (.ics).

To import the I-Calendar onto your device please follow the in-
structions below:

1- Login to your Webmail

2- Open the Calendar tab by clicking the Calendar icon on the top
left

3- Click on "Add calendar’ and select ‘Subscribe from web’

4- Paste the following link:
https://outlook.office365.com/owa/calendar/ea36795a382b-
4d60a64d7c5b%9a7309fe@EUl.eu/e3655901000043a7afc71-
c74147a30bf17363478618796458695/calendar.ics

5- Rename your calendar and click on ‘Import/Save’.
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Akcaguner Yasemin (HEC)
Alsajdeya Dima (SPS)
Arango Olaya Monica (LAW)
Baitsym Polina (HEC)

Bakan Ronay (RSC)
Bargellini Elettra (LAW)

Bayley Imogene Alexandra
(STG)

Beauvais Michael (LAW)
Biliotti Carolina (ECQO)
Biskup Bartosz (LAW)
Bougrea Anissa (RSC)
Canestrini  Flavia (HEC)
Carrano Lelis Rafael (LAW)
Cavallotti Enrico (ECO)
Cossu Elena (RSC)

Crespi De Valldaura Virginia
(SPS)

De Coninck Joyce (RSC)

De La Vega Noa (ECO)
Endrejat Vanessa (RSC)
Eslami Mohammad (SPS)
Ganter Flavien (SPS)

Gramc Martin (SPS)
Grzeskowiak Maciej (LAW)
Gulczynski Michal Jerzy (SPS)
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Hamjediers Maik (SPS)
Hatano Ayako (LAW)
Heimpel Daniela (STG)

Heinkelmann-Wild Tim Philipp
(SPS)

Heinrich Elisa (HEC)
Hussain Dima (LAW)
Isaksson Zeth (SPS)
Jaar Daniel (ECO)
Kawasaki Rachael Kei (RSC)
Kong Mengjing (LAW)
Kortendiek Nele (RSC)
Kotevska Biljana (RSC)
Kuang Yinggjiu (RSC)
Loli Miranda (RSC)
Lopez Alejandro (SPS)
Macanovic Ana (SPS)
Maideu Morera Gerard (ECO)
Mallick Vasundhara (ECO)
Marotta Achille (HEC)
McGee Thomas (RSC)
Mézes Adam Gergely (HEC)
Milano Annaliese (RSC)
Minetto Francesca (RSC)
Navarro-Ugé Garance (LAW)
Olsson Filip (SPS)
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Peragovics Tamas (SPS)

Pereira Lopes Ana Mafalda
(HEC)

Pierret Laura (RSC)

Pollini Irene (LAW)
Quagliati Noemi (HEC)
Ramirez-Ruiz Sebastian (SPS)
Rathore Khushi Singh (HEC)
Rupesinghe Natasja (SPS)
Sahoo Rajkumar (STG)
Sarkar Ghosh Diya (LAW)
Schirmann Lennart (SPS)
Schweers Julia (RSC)

Shi Siyu (ECO)
Soler-Buades Lloreng (SPS)
Termine Lorenzo (RSC)
Truong Loi Blaise (HEC)
Vaccaro Andrea (STQG)

Valli Roberto (SPS)

Wassum Moritz (STG)
Wilson James (LAW)

Zalar Vita (HEC)

Zhang Qiaochu (STG)
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~— FELLOWS'
BIOSKETCHES

DEPARTMENT OF
ECONOMICS

BILIOTTI Carolina
CAVALLOTTI Enrico

DE LA VEGA Noa

JAAR Daniel

MAIDEU MORERA Gerard
MALLICK Vasundhara

SHI Siyu




Carolina Biliotti is a PhD
candidate in Economics,
Networks and Business

Analytics at the IMT School for
Advanced Studies Lucca, where
she is expected to defend her
dissertation in June 2025. She
holds a Master's degree in
Economics from the University
of Florence and is an affiliate
researcher at the Knowledge
Lab at the University of Chicago.

Her research interests lie at the
intersection of causal inference,
policy evaluation, and the
science of science. Her work
primarily focuses on gender
dynamics in authorship and
recognition  within  scientific
publishing,  particularly  in
scientific innovation and rapidly
evolving research fields. Her
methodological expertise

includes quasi-experimental
causal inference, as well as
supervised machine learning,
text-analysis and natural
language processing.

During her Max  Weber

Fellowship, she aims to pursue

DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMICS

Biliotti, Carolina (ITA/USA)

Mail: carolina.biliotti@eui.eu
Mentor: Prof. Fabrizia Mealli

new research opportunities,
finalize and disseminate on-
going work, and continue
building her academic profile
through both research and
teaching.

Her past experience includes
serving as a teaching assistant
for machine learning courses
offered to first-year PhD
students in Economics at IMT
and to Master's students.
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Enrico Cavallotti is a PhD Can-
didate in Economics at Trinity
College Dublin. During his PhD
studies, he was a visiting PhD
scholar at Columbia Universi-
ty in spring 2025 and at CER-
GIC-ENS Lyon in autumn 2024.

Prior to his PhD studies, he ob-
tained an MSc in Economics and
Social Sciences from Bocconi
University and a BSc in Eco-
nomics, Markets and Institutions
from the University of Bologna.

Enrico’s research lies at the inter-
section of political economy, en-
vironmental economics, and the
economics of crime. He investi-
gates the economic and institu-
tional drivers of criminal behav-
iour alongside the determinants
of green voting and citizen sup-
port for environmental policies.

As a Max Weber Fellow, Enrico
will examine how climate shifts
influence criminal groups and
how those groups adapt. He
plans to investigate how they
tap into natural resources and
sway environmental regulations
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L Cavallotti, Enrico (ITA)
\  Mail: enrico.cavallotti@eui.eu
= \ Mentor: Prof. Francesco Drago

for their own benefit. More
broadly, he will trace the con-
nections between changing cli-
mate conditions, resource avail-
ability, and patterns of criminal
behaviour.
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Noa de la Vega earned her PhD
from the Eitan Berglas School of
Economics at Tel Aviv University,
under the guidance of Dr. Analia
Schlosser. She also holds an MA
in Economics, cum laude, and a
BA in Economics and Psychol-
ogy, summa cum laude, from
Ben-Gurion University. Noa spe-
cializes in labor economics and
applied econometrics, focusing
on gender economics and ine-
quality. During her fellowship,
she conducts research projects
that examine the impact of the
gender division of caregiving
and financial responsibilities on

labor supply.

Noa has received numerous ac-
colades for her achievements.
She was awarded the Israel Po-
lak Fellowship for outstanding
PhD students and prestigious
scholarships from the Israeli
Council for Higher Education.
Her paper, ‘The differential ef-
fect of childbirth on men’s and
women'’s careers,’ published in
Labour Economics (2022, Vol.
78), examines the impact of
first childbirth on parents’ la-

DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMICS

De la Vega, Noa (ISR/ITA)
Mail: Noa.Delavega@eui.eu
Mentor: Prof. Alessandro Tarozzi

bour supply and life satisfaction
as a function of their pre-birth
earnings. Noa also serves as a
referee for various economic
journals, such as American Eco-
nomic Journal: Economic Policy;
Journal of Population Econom-
ics; Labour Economics; The In-
ternational Labour Review (ILR);
and The Journal of the Econom-
ics of Ageing.

In addition to her research, Noa
has been a lecturer for the un-
dergraduate core course ‘Intro-
duction to Econometrics’ at Tel
Aviv University since 2020. She
has been able to share her ex-
pertise and teaching experience
to guide students in the field of
applied econometrics.
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Jaar, Daniel (CHL/ITA)
Mail: daniel.jaar@eui.eu
Mentor: Prof. Leonardo Melosi

Daniel Jaar holds a PhD in Eco-
nomics from the University of
Pennsylvania and an MSc in
Economics from Universidad de
Chile. His research lies at the
intersection of macroeconom-
ics, labour, and development
economics, with a focus on how
limited state capacity affects
household behaviour, labour
market outcomes, and govern-
ment policy in developing coun-
tries.

During his Max Weber Fellow-
ship, Daniel aims to collabo-
rate with other MW Fellows and
members of the EUl Department
of Economics to further develop
and expand his research agen-
da on macroeconomic issues in
emerging economies.

Following the Fellowship, he will
join the Instituto de Economia at
Pontificia Universidad Catdlica
de Chile as an Assistant Profes-
sor.
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Maideu-Morera, Gerard (ESP)
Mail: gerard.maideumorera@eui.eu
Mentor: Prof. Leo Kaas

Gerard Maideu-Morera holds an
MSc and PhD in Economics from
the Toulouse School of Econom-
ics, and a BSc in Economics at
Universitat Pompeu Fabra.

He is a macroeconomist with
research interests in economic
growth and technical change,
labour economics, dynamic con-
tracting theory and applications,
and public finance. His current
work studies how to incorporate
non-wage job amenities, such
as job safety or schedule flexibil-
ity, into macroeconomic aggre-
gates to improve our measure-
ments of economic growth and
its sources.

As a Max Weber Fellow, Gerard
aims to collaborate with other
MW Fellows, faculty, and PhD
researchers of the EUl Econom-
ics Department to further devel-
op his research agenda and start
new projects.
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Mallick, Vasundhara (IND)

Mail: vasundhara.mallick@eui.eu
Mentor: Prof. Ozlem Bedre-Defolie

Vasundhara Mallick complet-
ed her PhD in Economics from
Pennsylvania State University.
Her primary research interest
lies in the field of microeconom-
ic theory, with a focus on Mech-
anism Design and Organization-
al Economics. Her work focuses
on issues of limited commitment
and control in mechanism de-
sign, and investigating its impli-
cations for markets and organi-
sations. As a Max Weber Fellow,
Vasundhara aims to further her
understanding of intermedia-
tion in markets with asymmetric
information, which is also the
focus of one of the papers from
her dissertation. Vasundhara has
experience serving as a teach-
ing assistant for graduate game
theory and the first year PhD mi-
croeconomics at Penn State.
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Shi, Siyu (CHN))
Mail: Siyu.Shi@eui.eu
Mentor: Prof. Alexander Ludwig

Siyu Shi completed his PhD in
Economics at Arizona State Uni-
versity in 2023. He is a quanti-
tative macroeconomist with re-
search interests in technological
change and inequality. He de-
velops dynamic models to an-
swer the questions at hand, uses
microdata to document facts
and parameterizes models. In his
dissertation, he studies the im-
pact of technological usage on
life-cycle earnings. He develops
a life-cycle model with a college
decision, technology choice, and
human capital investments to
quantify the contribution of tech-
nology to earnings growth and
earnings inequality.

As a Max Weber Fellow, Siyu has
been completing his ongoing
projects and submitting working
papers. He plans to develop new

ideas with other researchers at
the EUI.

Siyu has experience teaching
undergraduate-level macroeco-
nomics and as a teaching assis-
tant for PhD-level macroeconom-
ics at Arizona State University
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AND CIVILISATION

AKCAGUNER Jasemin
BAITSYM Polina
CANESTRINI Flavia
HEINRICH Elisa
MAROTTA Achille
MEZES Adam Gergely
PEREIRA LOPES Ana Mafalda
QUAGLIATI Noemi
RATHORE Kushi Singh
TRUONG LOI Blaise
ZALAR Vita




Yasemin Akcgaglner is a histori-
an, specialising in the history of
medicine in the late Ottoman
Empire. She recently completed
her PhD in Columbia Universi-
ty’s History Department with the
dissertation ‘Sanizade Ataullah
Efendi and the Making of an
Ottoman Medical Canon (1789-
1826)." Her dissertation was a
book history of the first Otto-
man Turkish printed medical
book (The Pentalogy of Saniza-
de, 1820) and investigated how
medical knowledge production
transformed in the Ottoman
Empire amid the rise of nation-
alism, the popularisation of print
technology and the centralisa-
tion of Ottoman state power at
the turn of the nineteenth cen-

tury.

At the EUI, Yasemin will be part
of the interdisciplinary research
cluster ‘Expert Knowledge
and Authority in Transforma-
tive Times' and will be work-
ing on her book manuscript,
tentatively titled ‘Anatomy of a

Akcagiiner, Yasemin (TUR)
Email: yasemin.akcaguner@eui.eu
Mentors: Prof. Giancarlo Casale and Prof. Lauren Kassell

Counter-Revolution: Medicine,
Knowledge, and Power in the
Ottoman Empire (1789-1826)."
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Baitsym, Polina (UKR)
Mail: polina.baitsym@eui.eu
Mentor: Prof. Monika Baar

Polina Baitsym is an art histori-
an and curator specializing in
the history of Ukrainian Soviet
visual arts. She is a co-author of
two books on Ukrainian Soviet
Mosaics: Art for Architecture.
Ukraine. Soviet Modernist Mo-
saics from 1960 to 1990 (Berlin:
DOM Publishers, 2020) and The
Chips: Ukrainian Naive Mosaics,
1950-1990 (Kharkiv: ist publish-
ing, 2024).

Recently, Polina co-curated a
Ukrainian contribution to the
exhibition, Retrotopia. Design
for Socialist Spaces (2023) at
the Kunstgewerbemuseum,
Berlin, Germany, and co-ed-
ited a special issue for Kon-
stnarernas Riksorganisation
(The Artists’ Association of Swe-
den). Currently, she is working
on her manuscript on Ukrain-
ian Soviet art historiography.
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Flavia Canestrini is an interna-
tional and economic historian
working at the intersection of
globalisation, US foreign policy,
and transatlantic relations. She
is particularly interested in the
dynamics of global markets and
how they became spaces of po-
litical contestation and competi-
tion. She holds a PhD in History
from Sciences Po, Paris.

Flavia is currently completing
her first monograph, based on
her dissertation and under con-
tract with a university press,
which examines how expanding
markets in the 1970s and 1980s
transformed economic sanc-
tions into key instruments of in-
ternational diplomacy. During
her doctorate, she was a visiting
fellow at Northwestern Universi-
ty in Evanston, IL.

Before joining the EUI, she was
a postdoctoral fellow at LUISS
University in Rome, where she
researched how non-state actors
participated in and challenged
the expansion of financial mar-
kets. She has taught global and
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Canestrini, Flavia (ITA)
Mail: flavia.canestrini@eui.eu
Mentor: Prof. Emmanuel Mourlon-Druol

economic history at both LUISS
and Sciences Po Paris.

As a Max Weber Fellow, Fla-
via will examine the European
response to US extraterritorial
legislation between the 1980s
and 1990s. Her research will ex-
plore how European institutions
developed legal and diplomat-
ic strategies to protect internal
competition and assert eco-
nomic sovereignty, contributing
to the EU’s emergence as both a
regulatory power and a compet-
itive ally ot the United States in
global markets.
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Elisa Heinrich is a historian work-
ing at the intersection of gender
history, queer history, and disa-
bility studies. Before joining the
EUI, she was visiting professor
for queer history and biograph-
ical studies at Vienna University
and a postdoctoral researcher at
the University of Innsbruck. Elisa
obtained her PhD from the Uni-
versity of Vienna in 2021 with a
dissertation on friendship and
homosexuality in German wom-
en’s movements around 1900.
Her first monograph, based on
her PhD and published in 2022,
by conceptualizing intimacy as
an analytical tool, not only pro-
vides a fresh look at the multi-
faceted relationships between
feminist activists but also helps
to better understand the func-
tioning of social movements in
general.

Elisa is the co-author of a col-
laborative biography on radical
feminist and German national-
ist Kaethe Schirmacher, and a
member of the DFG-funded re-
search network ‘Queer contem-
porary history in German-speak-
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Heinrich, Elisa (AUT)
\ Mail: elisa.heinrich@eui.eu
Mentor: Prof. Monika Baar

ing Europe’, which aims to
introduce a general audience to
queer history.

In her second year as a Max
Weber Fellow, Elisa will contin-
ue working on her new research
project on disability rights activ-
ism, knowledge practices, and
self-representation of people
with disabilities in Central Eu-
rope from the 1970s to 1990s.
As in all of her projects, Elisa
works towards placing the ex-
periences and representation
of marginalised subjects at the
centre of history and historical
debate.

Fields of expertise: gender and
sexuality, queer history, gender
history, history of disability, so-
cial movements, 19th century,
20th century, oral History, cul-
tural History.

MAX WEBER PROGRAMME



Marotta, Achille (ITA)

Mail: achille.marotta@eui.eu
Mentors: Prof. Giancarlo Casale and Prof. M'hamed Oualdi

Achille Marotta is a historian of
the early modern Mediterrane-
an (1500-1800), specialising in
the history of slavery in the re-
gion and in the history of Mus-
lims in Europe.

He earned his PhD from the
University of Bologna in 2024
with a thesis on enslaved and
freed Muslims in the Republic of
Genoa, now being revised into a
monograph.

He is currently working on two
further projects related to Med-
iterranean slavery. The first is a
study of ‘merchant slaves’ who
engaged in trade, sometimes
accumulating enough capital
to purchase their own freedom.
A second, longer-term project
deals with slavery and kinship in
Southern Europe and North Af-
rica. Methodologically, his work
engages with Italian microhisto-
ry, legal history, and social an-
thropology.
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Adam Mézes earned his PhD in
History from Central European
University (Budapest) in 2020
with the dissertation, ‘Doubt
and Diagnosis: Medical Experts
and the Returning Dead of the
Southern Habsburg Borderland
(1718-1766)'. He is interested
in intersections between reli-
gion and science, and has re-
searched the ways early mod-
ern surgeons, physicians, and
lay healers dealt with unnatu-
ral afflictions, such as demonic
possession, bewitchment, and
vampirism. Finding themselves
at the crux of clashing interests
between local communities,
imperial administration, and
various churches, these experts
produced knowledge on the
borders of the natural, and in-
fluenced social practices of the
discernment, manipulation, and
disciplining of patients and su-
pernatural entities alike.

Adam’s research combines his-
torical anthropology with sci-
ence and technology studies
to study the Enlightenment in
a Central European context, as-
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sessing questions of laicization,
professionalization, and gov-
ernance. Before joining the EUI,
Adédm was a research analyst
at Altrata, a wealth intelligence
company and taught courses
on culture, gender, and critical
thinking to high school students
at the Milestone Institute. Ear-
lier, he also taught BA and MA
seminars at Edtvos Lorand Uni-
versity and at CEU on historiog-
raphy and the history of science
and magic.
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Ana Mafalda Lopes is a histo-
rian whose work combines so-
cio-economic history, gender,
and family history, with a focus
on the eighteenth century and
the transition to the Liberal peri-
od in Portugal.

In 2024, she completed her
FCT-funded PhD in History at
the Institute of Social Scienc-
es, University of Lisbon, with a
thesis titled ‘As vitivas do Porto:
patrimonio, negocios e familia
(1700-1832)'. Her dissertation
examined legal changes affect-
ing the status of widows and
explored their involvement in
various aspects of everyday life,
particularly in relation to family,
property, business, the labour
market, and the empire. The
study also considered whether
widowhood constituted a dis-
ruption or marked a significant
shift in social, familial, and eco-
nomic structures.

As a Max Weber Fellow, Ana
Mafalda will revise the manu-
script for her first monograph
titled ‘In Search of Continui-
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ty: Widowhood, Property, and
Family in Portugal (1700-1832)’,
under the mentorship of Profes-
sor Moénica Bolufer and Profes-
sor Alexia Yates. Her research
compares women of different
marital statuses to assess the
impact of widowhood on their
lives and to identify the social
and economic resources they
mobilised. The project adopts
an interdisciplinary approach,
analysing widowhood not only
from a historical perspective but
also incorporating insights from
sociology, gender studies, and
cultural anthropology.
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Noemi Quagliati is an art and
visual historian whose work lies
at the intersection of environ-
mental humanities, history of
science and technology, and an-
imal studies. Before joining the
EUI, she was a Marie Sktodows-
ka-Curie Postdoctoral Fellow at
Ca’ Foscari University of Venice
with the project ‘Bird’s-Eye Views
of the Venetian Lagoon. Plane-
tary Visions and Birdscapes of
an Aquatic Ecosystem.’

At the EUI, her current research
explores how visual practices
shape planetary thinking. By
drawing on archival records from
the European Space Agency
(ESA) and conducting interviews
with its members, she is devel-
oping innovative critical meth-
odologies to analyse remote
sensing imagery used to repre-
sent and communicate climate
and environmental challenges.

Noemi earned her PhD in 2021
from Ludwig Maximilian Univer-
sity of Munich and the Rachel
Carson Center for Environment
and Society, where she focused
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on landscape photography in
WWI Germany. She has taught
courses on German eco-aes-
thetics (Junior Year in Munich,
LMU, and Wayne State Univer-
sity) and North American pho-
tography and art (Amerika-Insti-
tut, LMU). She has had visiting
research stays at the University
of California, Berkeley (2018),
the University of Georgia (2023),
and KTH Royal Institute of Tech-
nology (2025). She has been
offered research grants by the
Getty Research Institute in Los
Angeles and the Kate Hamburg-
er Kolleg: Cultures of Research
at RWTH Aachen University. She
contributed to the modernisa-
tion of the Deutsches Museum'’s
aviation section by researching
early aerial photography.
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Khushi Singh Rathore is a Fem-
inist International Relations (IR)
scholar specializing in Indian
foreign policy and postcolonial
diplomacy. Her research inte-
grates feminist and decolonial
approaches to diplomacy and
international politics, focusing
on gender in diplomacy, wom-
en diplomats, and foreign min-
istries. Her interests encompass
diplomatic history and Asian
foreign relations. She holds a
PhD from Jawaharlal Nehru Uni-
versity, India, and serves as an
Associate Editor for The Hague
Journal of Diplomacy.

As a Max Weber Fellow, she will
be part of the Decentering Eu-
rocentrism cluster. She will ad-
vance her research on postco-
lonial women diplomats and the
idea of Asia, aiming to reshape
conventional understandings of
global diplomacy.

Khushi’s doctoral thesis, "'Wom-
en in Early Years of India‘s For-
eign Policy: Evaluating the
Role of Vijaya Lakshmi Pandit,’
critically examined Pandit's pi-
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oneering role as India’s first
woman diplomat. Her recent
publications critically intervene
in Gender and Diplomacy and
Feminist IR, including co-ed-
ited volumes: Gender and Di-
plomacy:  Critical Junctures,
Innovations & Future Research
Directions (with Elise Stephen-
son, 2025) and the Routledge
Contemporary Reader of Femi-
nist International Relations (with
Catherine Goetze, forthcoming
2025).

Committed to scholarly en-
gagement, she holds leader-
ship roles as Program Co-Chair
(2025-2026) for ISA's Feminist
Theory and Gender Studies Sec-
tion; At-Large Representative
for its South Asia World Politics
Section. She also co-convenes
BISA's Gendering IR Working
Group and hosts the New Books
Network podcast.
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Blaise Truong-Loi received his
PhD in history from Sciences Po
in 2024 with a dissertation titled
‘Bringing Capital (Back) to Life:
A History of International Finan-
cial Control Institutions between
Sovereignties, Imperialisms and
Capitalist Globalisations (1870-
1914)'.

His research explores the social,
political, and environmental di-
mensions of financial globalisa-
tion and global economic gov-
ernance. Drawing on insights
from other disciplines (econom-
ics, political science, law, sociol-
ogy), his work emphasises the
significance of the late nine-
teenth century for understand-
ing contemporary debates on
capitalism. His first article on
the subject was recently pub-
lished (in French) in the Revue
d’histoire moderne et contem-
poraine.

As a Max Weber Fellow, Blaise
intends to develop his disserta-
tion into a monograph and to
publish peer-reviewed articles
on topics such as the transna-
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tional bondholders’ movement
of the 1900s and the environ-
mental implications of interna-
tional capital flows. He is also
keen to launch a new research
project on the global fight
against wine phylloxera and
other agricultural pests in the
final decades of the nineteenth
century.

Prior to joining the EUI, Blaise
was a junior lecturer at Paris
Nanterre University, where he
taught nineteenth-century histo-
ry, the history of global econom-
ic governance, and quantitative
methods for social sciences.
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Vita Zalaris a historian and labour
organizer with a particular inter-
est in the history of capitalism,
racialized and gendered primi-
tive accumulation, and racialized
labour regimes. She earned her
PhD at the Postgraduate School
ZRC SAZU at the Research Cen-
tre of the Slovenian Academy of
Sciences and Arts. In her disser-
tation, she wrote about anti-Ro-
ma racism during the transition
to capitalism in the Habsburg
and Yugoslav monarchies from
the 1840s until the 1940s.

As a Max Weber Fellow, Vita
will be working on her first
monograph, tentatively titled
‘The Political Economy of An-
ti-Roma Racism: Habsburg and
Post-Habsburg  Perspectives’,
for which she received the 2023
Prize for Best First Book Pro-
posal awarded by the BASEES
Study Group for Minority His-
tory. At the EUI, Vita will also
be developing a postdoctoral
project that looks comparative-
ly at the abolition of slavery
and serfdom in Central Europe.
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Before joining the EUI, Vita
worked as an assistant at the
University of Ljubljana and the
Research Centre of the Slove-
nian Academy of Sciences and
Arts, a doctoral fellow at the
Leibniz Institute of European
History in Mainz, and a visiting
researcher at the University of
Graz and the Hungarian Acade-
my of Sciences.
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Monica Arango Olaya is a so-
cio-legal scholar specialising in
constitutional law, international
human rights law, and law and
technology. Her work critical-
ly explores how rights are con-
ceived, mobilised, and contest-
ed within courts, through legal
systems, and by transnational
social movements. Across these
three research streams, she ap-
plies a sustained focus on gen-
der, legal mobilisation, and so-
cial movements.

She holds a DPhil in Law from the
University of Oxford. Her thesis,
‘Digital Feminism in India’, ex-
amined how digital activism re-
shaped justice claims for sexual
harassment, transformed legal
consciousness, and influenced
governance practices during In-
dia’s #MeToo movement. Moni-
ca also earned an LLM from Har-
vard University and an LLB from
the University of Los Andes in
Colombia.

Prior to her doctoral studies,
she served as Deputy Justice at
the Colombian Constitutional
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Court, contributing to key rul-
ings on equality, reproductive
rights, and transitional justice.
She was also regional director
for Latin America and the Car-
ibbean at the Centre for Re-
productive Rights, where she
opened and led the Bogota Of-
fice. At Oxford, she was a grad-
uate research resident at the
Bonavero Institute of Human
Rights and collaborated with the
Oxford Human Rights Hub.

As a Max Weber Fellow, Mon-
ica will investigate how repro-
ductive rights litigation in Latin
America informs constitutional
recognition of uncodified rights,
engaging with theories of living
constitutionalism and respon-
sive law.
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Elettra Bargellini was awarded
a PhD in EU Law and Interna-
tional Trade Law from Dublin
City University (2025), under the
supervision of Professor Feder-
ico Fabbrini. She holds an LLM
in EU Law from King's College
London (2020) and a combined
LLM and LLB (Laurea Magistrale)
from the University of Bolo-
gna (2020). In 2024, she joined
Princeton University as a visiting
researcher, where she was affil-
iated with the School of Public
and International Affairs.

Elettra’s PhD thesis investigates
the subsidy control regime es-
tablished under the EU-UK
Trade and Cooperation Agree-
ment (TCA), assessing its ability
to maintain a level playing field
between the EU and the UK
through a comparative analysis
with WTO subsidy law and EU
State aid law. While grounded
in legal doctrine, her analysis
adopts a law-in-context ap-
proach, examining the influence
of political and economic dy-
namics on the drafting and im-
plementation of the TCA.

48

Bargellini, Elettra (ITA)

Mail: elettra.bargellini@eui.eu
Mentor: Prof. Sergio Puig

As a Max Weber Fellow, Elettra
will work on an interdisciplinary
project that seeks to identify po-
tential strategies for managing
the increased use of subsidies
at the global level, focusing on
how EU anti-subsidy rules can
be designed to effectively sup-
port climate change mitigation
while safeguarding EU compet-
itiveness.

She has taught at undergradu-
ate and postgraduate levels, de-
livering lectures and visiting lec-
tures on EU law, EU competition
and trade law, climate change
law, and research methods in EU
law and policy.
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Michael's research interests re-
volve around the governance
of technologies, privacy, and
young people. Interdisciplinary
approaches to law interest him
most. Childhood studies, media
studies, bioethics, and relational
feminism have been central to
his recent work.

Michael recently finished his
doctoral work at the Universi-
ty of Toronto’s Faculty of Law
where he examined the infor-
mational privacy of adolescents
from their parents in the digital
environment. He has previous-
ly been a student of law and of
urban planning at McGill Uni-
versity, Oxford University, and
University College London. He
has also been affiliated with the
Schwartz Reisman Institute for
Technology and Society (Toron-
to), the Information Law Insti-
tute (NYU), and the Centre of
Genomics and Policy (McGill).
Between periods in academia,
Michael has worked in regulato-
ry compliance, publishing, con-
struction, real estate, and web
design. (Draw what conclusions
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you may).

At the EUI, Michael will research
the governance of infrastruc-
ture that underlies youth online
safety law and policy. (Think age
verification, parental controls,
encryption, and so on.) His re-
search is also supported by a
postdoctoral fellowship from the
Social Sciences and Humanities
Research Council of Canada.
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Bartosz Biskup's research focus-
es on the philosophy of fam-
ily law, Queer & Law, and the
philosophy of housing. Prior
to joining the EUI, Bartosz was
a postdoctoral researcher at
the University of Tours, France,
where he studied the intersec-
tion of housing rights with pri-
vacy and other social rights,
applying empirical methods
(Natural Language Processing)
to analyse court cases related to
housing.

His current research objective is
to conduct legal and philosoph-
ical analysis, critique, and com-
parison of theories justifying
Legal Partiality in family law; the
reasons and norms allowing in-
dividuals to treat groups of peo-
ple differently based on special
relationships. He focuses spe-
cifically on ‘close’ relationships,
including non-conjugal families
and networks of care.

Bartosz received his PhD (cum
laude) in Philosophy of Law
from Jagiellonian University in
Krakéw with a dissertation criti-
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cally analysing the received view
about the right to marry in the
European Convention on Hu-
man Rights. The thesis argued
that marriage functions as an
imperfect proxy for caring re-
lationships, being both under-
and over-inclusive by focusing
solely on sexually affiliated part-
ners rather than broader care
and dependency relationships.

Bartosz is an alumnus of the
Summer School on Sexual Ori-
entation and Gender Identity in
International Law at Leiden Uni-
versity and completed his Mas-
ters in Law and Philosophy at
Jagiellonian University. He has
held visiting research positions
at various universities including
Bologna, Heidelberg, and Hel-
sinki.
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Rafael Carrano Lelis conducted
hisdoctoralstudiesatthe Geneva
Graduate Institute (defence
scheduled  for  September
2025), where he also worked
as a teaching assistant for three
years. His thesis '(Re)imagining a
queer human: subject-making in
international human rights law’
is based on archival research
and ethnographic fieldwork and
examines the mobilisation of
human rights by transnational
LGBTI+ activists. Rafael holds a
master's degree in State Theory
and Constitutional Law from the
Pontifical Catholic University of
Rio de Janeiro (PUC-Rio) and
a postgraduate certificate in
Gender and Sexuality Studies
from the State University of
Rio de Janeiro (UERJ). He is a
member of the editorial board
of the Australian Feminist Law
Journal (AFLJ) and a contributor
to the Queer Judgments Project.
His latest book, published
in 2023, analyses advocacy
efforts by the Brazilian LGBTI+
movement in the 1980s.

AsaMaxWeberFellow, Rafaelwill

DEPARTMENT OF LAW

work on the project ‘Contesting
Gender in International Legal
Discourse: Consequences of
the Institutionalisation of Anti-
Gender Groups at the United

Nations,” which investigates
the transnational mobilization
against ‘gender’ at global
governance fora, and in

particular at the United Nations
Human Rights Council. Rafael’s
research  interests  broadly
include international human
rights law, queer and feminist
approaches to international
law, transnational activism, and
anthropology of human rights.
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Maciej Grzeskowiak holds a PhD
in law from the University of
Warsaw, where he also lectured
in human rights law. He is a Re-
search Affiliate at the Refugee
Law Initiative of the University of
London. His research focuses on
international and EU migration
and asylum law. He has pub-
lished extensively on aspects of
international, European, and na-
tional refugee protection frame-
works. His work often employs
empirical legal research, leading
him to conduct fieldwork in Leb-
anon, Uganda, and Poland.

Maciej's doctoral thesis exam-
ined the shift from durable asy-
lum to temporary forms of pro-
tection for refugees and other
forcibly displaced persons. In
situations of large-scale influx,
states increasingly resort to tem-
porary and limited protection
statuses which, over time, tend
to become entrenched beyond
the immediate crisis. He intro-
duced the concept of ‘the gap
between temporary refuge and
asylum’ to describe this phe-
nomenon.
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Before joining the EUI, Maciej
was also active as a practition-
er. He spent over two years in
the Lebanese-Syrian border-
lands implementing humanitar-
ian programmes with the Polish
Center for International Aid. He
worked at the Helsinki Founda-
tion for Human Rights and, since
2022, served as chief coordina-
tor at the Office of the Commis-
sioner for Human Rights (Polish
Ombudsman). He was closely
involved in responding to the
Polish-Belarusian border crisis
and the situation of refugees
from Ukraine.

At the EUI, Maciej's project ex-
plores border walls in Europe,
examining their legal status and
impact on access to rights.
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Ayako Hatano is an international
law scholar specialising in inter-
national human rights law. She
is a DPhil candidate in Law at
the University of Oxford, where
she was awarded the Clarendon
Scholarship and actively contrib-
uted to the Bonavero Institute of
Human Rights and the Public In-
ternational Law Group.

Her research addresses urgent
and evolving challenges in hu-
man rights law, including hate
speech, business and human
rights, racial discrimination, and
gender equality. She is particu-
larly interested in how global
human rights standards are in-
terpreted, adapted, and mobi-
lised in diverse local contexts.

As a Max Weber Fellow, Ayako
is conducting a research project
on international human rights
and technology. The project ex-
amines the vernacularisation of
rights and legal mobilisation in
digital spaces, with a particular
focus on the responsibilities of
states and corporations in on-
line regulation of harmful con-
tents. She investigates how local
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actors engage with international
legal norms to shape content
moderation and digital govern-
ance.

Ayako holds degrees from the
University of Tokyo (BA, MA, JD)
and New York University School
of Law (LL.M., as a Fulbright
Scholar). She has extensive
teaching experience, including
at the University of Oxford and
Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific Univer-
sity, and has delivered guest lec-
tures across multiple continents.
Her recent publications include:
‘Regulating Online Hate Speech
through the Prism of Human
Rights Law’ (2023) 41 Australian
Year Book of International Law
127.
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Dima Hussain completed her
PhD in Law at the European Uni-
versity Institute. Her research
interests include living law and
non-state legal systems, tribal
justice and Shari'a, the concept
of indigenous law, gender dy-
namics in societal legality, and
the codification of law.

As a Max Weber Fellow, she
continues to explore the rela-
tionship between state and non-
state law, particularly Shari'a
and tribal legal systems, and the
impact of codification and cen-
tral state pressures during and
after the colonial Mandate era
in the Arab region. She is also
developing a research project
documenting tribal women’s
narratives about transforma-
tions in tribal history and culture
over recent decades. This pro-
ject aims to integrate women'’s
perspectives into the broader
discourses on tribal justice, chal-
lenging the traditional gender
hierarchies.

Previously, Dima was a CIVICA
postdoctoral fellow at the Cen-
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tral European University, where
she researched the historical re-
lationship between tribal justice
and Islamic law in Syria and their
contemporary interconnection.
She is also a scientific collabo-
rator with the Center for Legal
History and Legal Anthropology
at the Université Libre de Brux-
elles and an Associate Research-
er with the Mediterranean Plat-
form at Luiss University.
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Mengjing's research interest lies
in international economic law,
in particular international finan-
cial governance, and interna-
tional human rights law. In her
work, Mengjing explores a hu-
man rights-based approach to
global economic governance,
using mixed methods includ-
ing doctrinal analysis, empirical
research, and law and political
economy.

Mengjing received a JSD from
New York University (NYU),
where her doctoral dissertation
focuses on China’s Belt & Road
Initiative. She has also conduct-
ed research on the rise of sover-
eign investors in today’s global
economy, with a particular focus
on new challenges they may
present to international law. At
the EUI, Mengjing will write a
book proposal based on her
doctoral dissertation, and work
on a research project on the reg-
ulation of sovereign investors in
the field of energy transition.

Mengjing holds LLMs from
NYU, Renmin University of Chi-
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na, where she exchanged at the
Center for Transnational Legal
Studies in London, and the Chi-
nese University of Hong Kong,
and an LLB from Northwest Uni-
versity of Political Science and
Law. Before starting her JSD,
Mengjing worked as a junior
legal analyst at World Trade Or-
ganization, and interned with
UN Trade and Development in
Geneva, and UN Economic and
Social Commission for Asia and
the Pacific in Bangkok. Meng-
jing practiced law in Beijing.
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Garance
a PhD in Public Law from the
University of Paris 1 Panthéon-

Navarro-Uge

Sorbonne, jointly supervised
by the Ecole des hautes études
en sciences sociales (EHESS) in
Paris.

Her doctoral research engaged
withlegalpluralisminthethought
of Georges Gurvitch. After
situating Gurvitch’s conceptual
framework within its historical
and intellectual context and
critically assessing its limitations
and shortcomings, she
investigated the contemporary
relevance of this theory for
public law. Her work specifically
addressed questions  related
to democracy within social
organisations, the demands of
vulnerable populations, and the
legal recognition of commons.

In her postdoctoral research,
she focuses on legal theory,
particularly ~the impact of
environmental issues on the
definition and methods of law.
She is currently examining the
effectiveness of fundamental
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rights and freedoms from a
socio-legal perspective, with
particular emphasis on rights
that are collectively exercised:
freedom of association, the
right to petition, and dignity
considered in its collective
dimensions. During her
tenure, she will explore the
intersection of judicial remedies
and democratic practices in
the context of climate change
litigation. This research will
involve a detailed analysis of
three landmark cases: Urgenda
(Netherlands),  L'Affaire  du
Siécle (France), and Klimaatzaak
(Belgium).
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Irene Pollini specialises in the
field of comparative constitu-
tional law, with a particular focus
on the interaction between in-
ternational and EU law and na-
tional norms that embody cer-
tain moral or cultural values.

As a Max Weber Fellow, her
current project focuses on the
role of international and supra-
national courts in upholding the
rights of marginalised and polit-
ically underrepresented groups,
including sex workers, through
the lens of transnational democ-
racy. Her work combines legal
analysis with sociological in-
sights, engaging with the broad-
er debate on the legitimacy and
the evolving role of internation-
al and supranational courts.

She holds a PhD in European
and Comparative Legal Studies
from the University of Trento.
Her thesis, titled ‘A job like any
other, yet not as any other job.
Sex work and human dignity
from a comparative constitution-
al law perspective’, explored the
complex relationship between
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human dignity, socio-econom-
ic constraints and freedom of
choice in the context of volun-
tary prostitution. During her
doctoral studies, she was a visit-
ing researcher at the Institute for
European Law at KU Leuven, the
Hertie School in Berlin and the
Department of Gender Studies
at Lund University. Before pur-
suing her PhD, Irene practised
as a lawyer and is admitted to
the Italian Bar. She also worked
at the Sant’Anna School of Ad-
vanced Studies, contributing to
the assessment and evaluation
of Tuscany’s public health poli-
cies on pathological gambling.
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Prior to joining the Max Weber
Programme, Diya Sarkar Ghosh
was a guest researcher at the
Max Planck Institute for Innova-
tion and Competition, Munich
(March-August 2025). Her doc-
toral research, at the Kalinga In-
stitute of Industrial Technology
(KIIT), India, focussed on privacy
and data protection (2024).

As a Max Weber Fellow, Diya
is pursuing her research on the
theme of technological change
and society. Her research fo-
cusses on a critical evaluation of
the application of facial recogni-
tion technology by law enforce-
ment bodies with a special em-
phasis on the European Union.

Diya’s keen interest in informa-
tion technology led her to pur-
sue a Post Graduate Diploma in
Cyber Law and Cyber Forensics
from the top ranked National
Law School of India Universi-
ty (2023-2024). She completed
her master’'s degree in law with
a specialization in Constitution-
al Law and Governance at the
National University of Study and
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Research in Law, India (2014).
Subsequently she worked as
faculty at the School of Law, KIIT
between 2014-2021 where she
was involved in both academic
and administrative roles.
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James S. F. Wilson studies com-
parative administrative and con-
stitutional law, and legal and
political theory. He is currently
studying how courts and admin-
istrative decision makers resolve
conflicts about the use of public
authority, and how the forms of
reasoning they use while doing
this can integrate respect for
people’s dignity with respect for
democracy.

James was educated at Harvard
University (AB magna cum laude
2000) and the University of To-
ronto, Faculty of Law (JD 2009),
where he was a co-editor-in-chief
of the University of Toronto Fac-
ulty of Law Review. After grad-
uating from law school, James
completed his articles with the
Ontario Ministry of the Attor-
ney General, Constitutional Law
Branch, and practiced regulato-
ry and business litigation in To-
ronto, where he appeared at all
levels of court in Ontario as well
as the Supreme Court of Cana-
da. He is also called to the barin
New York.
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James returned to the Univer-
sity of Toronto, Faculty of Law
as a recipient of the Nathan
Strauss Q.C. Graduate Fellow-
ship in Canadian Constitutional
Law (LLM 2018) before con-
tinuing his graduate studies at
NYU School of Law (JSD 2025).
He also currently serves as the
senior associate editor for the
International Journal of Con-
stitutional Law (I-CON). Before
attending law school, James
worked in the book publishing
and film industries, in New York,
and as a speechwriter for the Rt.
Hon. Paul Martin, prime minister

of Canada.
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Dima Alsajdeya earned her PhD
in Political Science from Par-
is-Panthéon Assas University in
France. Prior to joining the EUI,
she was a grantee of the Arab
Council for the Social Scienc-
es (ACSS) Early Career Fellows
Program (ECFP) Cycle 11 and a
postdoctoral researcher affiliat-
ed with the Institut francais du
Proche-Orient (Ifpo) in Beirut.
She is a research fellow at the
Chair of Contemporary History
of the Arab World at College
de France and the Centre Thu-
cydide at the University of Par-
is-Panthéon-Assas. Dima is also
a member of the editorial board
for the French journal Conflu-
ences Méditerranée

As a Max Weber Fellow, she is
working on publishing a book
derived from her PhD disserta-
tion, for which she received two
prestigious awards, the Best
Francophone Thesis Award from
the Agence Universitaire de la
Francophonie (AUF) and the
Distinction Prize from Paris-Pan-
théon-Assas University, titled
‘The Egyptian Foreign Policy un-
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der Mubarak and the Israeli-Pal-

estinian Question (1981-2011):
Beyond Mere Leverage.’

Dima is embarking on a new
project exploring the politi-
cal dynamics of Palestinians in
Lebanon’s refugee camps, par-
ticularly in Ein el-Hilweh. Her
current work aims to examine
Palestinian power beyond the
existing regime of the Palestin-
ian Authority and its institutions
located in Palestine. This project
focuses on the reconfiguration
of Palestinian power in Leba-
non, considering both local dy-
namics and the development of
relationships with national and
regional actors.
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Virginia Crespi de Valldaura’s
research examines how partisan
preferences shape financial re-
forms and the role played by fi-
nancial markets in states’ growth
strategies. Her PhD dissertation
focused on why left parties un-
dertook financial liberalisation
reforms in the 1980s in the con-
text of the demise of Keynesian-
ism, and why they persevered
down this route once its adverse
electoral and economic effects
became clear. During her Max
Weber Fellowship, Virginia will
work on developing a book pro-
posal based on her PhD thesis
and expand her research to fo-
cus on the role of finance in in-
dustrial policy.

Virginia received her PhD from
the London School of Econom-
ics and Political Science in 2025.
She holds an MA in Internation-
al Public Management (summa
cum laude) from Sciences Po
Paris, as well as a BA in An-
cient and Modern History (First
Class Honours) and an MSt in
Modern British and European
History from the University of
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Oxford. Her work has been pub-
lished in New Political Economy
and Informacién Comercial Es-

pafiola (ICE).
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Mohammad Eslami holds a PhD
in International Relations. His
research focuses on internation-
al security, arms control, nuclear
proliferation, emerging military
technologies, the global arms
trade, and Middle East security.
He has published widely in jour-
nals such as International Affairs,
Third World Quarterly, Global
Policy, Review of International
Studies, Journal for Peace and
Nuclear Disarmament, and the
Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists,
among others. He is the co-ed-
itor of academic books such as
The Arms Race in the Middle
East (Springer) and Al and In-
ternational Security (Manchester
University Press), and the author
of Drones, Race, and Interna-
tional Security (Springer).

In 2024 and 2025, he served as
an assistant professor of Interna-
tional Relations at the University
of Minho in Portugal, where he
was also an integrated member
of the Research Center for Po-
litical Science (CICP). In 2025,
he was a visiting fellow at Dub-
lin City University. He has also
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been a fellow of the Arms Con-
trol Negotiation Academy (AC-
ONA), led by the Davis Center
for Russian and Eurasian Studies
at Harvard University.

As a Max Weber Fellow, Moham-
mad will explore the emergence
of three Middle Eastern states
— namely Iran, Turkey, and Isra-
el — as international arms suppli-
ers. His project will examine the
intersection of global arms net-
works with regional power dy-
namics, contributing to broader
debates in international security
and foreign policy.
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Flavien Ganter is a PhD candi-
date and Paul F. Lazarsfeld Fel-
low in the Department of Soci-
ology at Columbia University,
where he is expected to defend
his dissertation in the summer of
2025. Before coming to Colum-
bia, he studied at the Ecole nor-
male supérieure of Paris-Saclay
and earned a BA in Sociology
and Economics from Sorbonne
University, an MA in Quantita-
tive Sociology and Demogra-
phy from Paris—Saclay Universi-
ty, and an MSc in Econometrics
and Statistics from ENSAE.

Flavien's research lies at the in-
tersection of race and ethnicity,
international migration, social
stratification, and cultural soci-
ology. He is broadly interested
in the relationship between cog-
nitive processes of classification
and macro-level patterns of in-
equality and segregation. He
is also an applied quantitative
methodologist, with expertise in
statistical modelling, computa-
tional methods, and experimen-
tal designs.
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In his dissertation, Flavien devel-
ops an original methodology to
explore how people think about
their own society — how they
see it structured and patterned
— and proposes a systematic to-
pography of the US social space
as perceived by Americans. As
a Max Weber Fellow, he plans
to explore how social cleavag-
es that cut across ethnoracial
categories reshape ethnora-
cial boundaries in the United
States, and to study the long-
term residential trajectories of
immigrants and their children in
France.
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Martin Gramc is a social sci-
ence researcher specializing in
interdisciplinary approaches to
medical sciences and gender
studies. Prior to joining the Eu-
ropean University Institute (EUI),
Martin earned their PhD from
the University of Zirich, where
they were also awarded a Marie
Sktodowska-Curie  Fellowship.
Their doctoral research focused
on the collaboration between
healthcare professionals, peer
support groups, children, and
parents in the context of inter-
sex care.

Martin has previously held re-
search fellowships at the Peace
Institute (Ljubljana, Slovenia),
Liverpool John Moores Universi-
ty, and the University of Ljublja-
na, contributing to projects cen-
tred on human rights, political
philosophy, and trans and queer
studies. Beyond academia, Mar-
tin has been actively involved in
LGBTI+ activism and migration
advocacy.

At the EUI, Martin will build
upon their earlier research into
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intersex and transgender issues.
Their current project investi-
gates how the intersection of
medical and legal frameworks
in intersex and gender-affirming
care impacts the visibility and
autonomy of intersex and trans-
gender individuals. The project
particularly examines how sex
and gender-based evidence is
utilized in medical guidelines
and legislation amid an increas-
ingly hostile and transphobic
political climate in  Western
countries.
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Michat Gulczynski earned his
PhD in Political Sociology from
Bocconi University in 2024. Dur-
ing his PhD, he visited Brown
University and the European
University Institute.

Michat studies various aspects
of gender inequalities, applying
perspectives from demography,
political science, and sociology.
His dissertation includes chap-
ters on sex-selective rural-ur-
ban migration, men’s issues in
the European Union’s gender
equality policies, and gender
gaps in voting behaviour. In
other projects, he uses caus-
al inference methods to study
politicians’ attempts to increase
voter turnout and various con-
sequences of electoral reforms.
He has published in Population
and Development Review, Jour-
nal of European Social Policy,
Political Studies and Journal of
Elections, Public Opinion and
Parties.

As a Max Weber Fellow, Michat
aims to explain why education
gender gaps are larger in rural

66

Gulczynski, Michat (POL)
Mail: michal.gulczynski@eui.eu
Mentor: Prof. Juho Harkénen

areas, and find solutions to the
underachievement of boys and
men.

Michat has gained teaching ex-
perience as a teaching assistant
for several courses at Bocconi,
and as an educator collaborat-
ing with several organizations in
Poland. Before his PhD, Michat
obtained BA degrees in Inter-
national Economics and lberian
Studies from the University of
Warsaw and MA degrees in East
European Studies from the Free
University Berlin and in Europe-
an Interdisciplinary Studies from
the College of Europe. He spent
exchange semesters in Santiago
de Chile, Bogota, Barcelona,
Moscow and Padua. He also
completed traineeships at the
European Commission and four
Polish embassies.
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Werfhorst

Maik Hamjediers received his
PhD in Sociology from Hum-
boldt-Universitat zu Berlin,
where he also served as a sub-
stitute for the Professorship of
Microsociology during the sum-
mer term 2025. Previously, he
was a visiting graduate student
at Brown University and a visit-
ing fellow at Haifa University.

Maik’s research focuses on social
stratification and the methodol-
ogy of empirical social research.
Combining advanced quantita-
tive methods with large-scale
data, he investigates inequalities
in the labour market, such as the
unequal distribution of women
and men across occupations.
Beyond research, he obtained
extensive teaching experience,
including undergraduate lec-
tures in quantitative methods,
independent seminars in sociol-
ogy and methodology, and the
supervision of Bachelor's and
Master’s theses.

As a Max Weber Fellow, Maik
builds on his research on the
gendered sorting of workers
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across occupations by explor-
ing dynamics surrounding men’s
likelihood and reluctance to
work in female-typed occupa-
tions. Additionally, he will ex-
pand his agenda to study how
(mandatory) social services influ-
ence individual careers, percep-
tions of civic responsibility, and
broader social cohesion.
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Tim Heinkelmann-Wild is a
post-doctoral researcher and
lecturer at LMU  Munich’s
Geschwister-Scholl-Institute  of
Political Science. He previously
was a Visiting Scholar at the De-
partment of Politics and Inter-
national Studies (POLIS) at the
University of Cambridge and a
Junior Visiting Fellow at Nuffield
College and the Department of
Politics and International Re-
lations at the University of Ox-
ford. His doctoral thesis “After
Exit:  Alternative Leadership
and Institutional Resilience after
Hegemonic Withdrawal” was
awarded “summa cum laude”
honours at LMU Munich and he
received the John McCain Dis-
sertation Award of the Munich
Security Conference 2025 and
the Dissertation Award of the
Munich University Society. It
was supported by scholarships
from the German National Aca-
demic Foundation and the Mar-
ianne-Plehn-Programme of the
Elite Network of Bavaria.

Tim Heinkelmann-Wild is a po-
litical scientist who specialises in
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International Relations (IR) and
European politics. His research
inter alia focuses on the contes-
tation of multilateral institutions
and the relationship between
power and international order.
Its results appeared in journals
such as the Review of Interna-
tional Organizations, Interna-
tional Studies Quarterly, the
Review of International Studies,
the European Journal of Polit-
ical Research, and the Journal
of European Public Policy. His
co-authored book “European
Blame Games” was published
in 2024 by Oxford University
Press. At the EUI, he will inves-
tigate how major powers’ (dis-)
engagement in key multilateral
institutions affects the interna-
tional orders they underpin.
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Zeth Isaksson is a PhD candi-
date at Stockholm University,
specialising in Historical Polit-
ical Economy, Political Sociol-
ogy, and Comparative Politics.
His research investigates how
historical institutions shape con-
temporary political behaviour,
with particular focus on elec-
toral support for far-right par-
ties in Sweden and Germany.
His work combines quantitative
methods with archival and his-
torical analysis. He has been a
visiting researcher at the WZB in
Berlin and the EUI. Zeth holds a
double Master’s degree in Po-
litical Science and Current De-
mocracies from LMU Munich
and UPF Barcelona, as well as a
double Bachelor's degree in Po-
litical Science and History from
Uppsala University. His research
has been published or is forth-
coming in Party Politics, Elec-
toral Studies, Acta Politica, and
other peer-reviewed journals.

As a Max Weber Fellow at the
EUI, Zeth aims to finalise and
publish the remaining studies
from his PhD dissertation while
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expanding his research agenda
to examine how experiences of
authoritarian rule leave lasting
imprints on electoral behav-
iour across time and space. He
is particularly interested in how
exposure to autocratic regimes
shapes political engagement in
emerging democracies follow-
ing democratisation. By inte-
grating historical and archival
evidence with causal inference
techniques, his project seeks to
uncover the long-term mecha-
nisms through which authoritar-
ian legacies influence political
behaviour. Through this work,
he contributes to ongoing de-
bates on democratic resilience,
voter formation, and the deep
historical roots of contemporary
political dynamics.
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Alejandro Lépez Pecefio is
working on publishing his ex-
isting papers while also starting
new proj jects on topics such as
the origins of social democra-
cy, the deep roots of religious
cleavages, and the role of exiled
populations in shaping the po-
litical behaviour of natives. He
is a part-time assistant professor
in the SPS Department. Before
coming to the EUI, he received
a PhD from New York University.

Alejandro applies tools from
causal inference to study a range
of issues in political economy,
comparative politics, and eco-
nomic history. He is particularly
interested in understanding the
emergence of modern politics,
including phenomena such as
contentious politics, the origins
of political cleavages, or the
rise of national identities. His
dissertation examines how the
expansion of education and vot-
ing rights shaped some of these
processes in the canonical case
of 19th-century France.
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Ana is a sociologist working at
the intersection of economic
sociology, sociology of science,
and the study of trust and coop-
eration. At the EUI, she is explor-
ing how social networks affect
individual outcomes, thereby
sustaining or moderating struc-
tural social inequalities. She is
also studying how processes
of cumulative advantage and
gender dynamics lead to ine-
qualities in science. Finally, Ana
works on a project studying how
social influence affects group
decision making. To understand
these processes, she relies on
formal models, computer simu-
lations, experimental research,
and computational analyses of
large empirical datasets.

Ana completed her PhD in So-
ciology from Utrecht Universi-
ty in 2024. In her PhD project,
she explored mechanisms that
support cooperative relations in
contexts where legal assuranc-
es are largely absent. She also
studied cultural innovation by
analysing community-level so-
cial norms and shared language
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emergence. Before joining the
EUI, Ana was a postdoctoral re-
searcher at Radboud University,
where she studied gender rep-
resentation of scientists in tra-
ditional and online media. She
received a BA in Sociology from
the University of Belgrade and
an MSc in Economics from the
University of Amsterdam. Ana
has taught a BA-level advanced
sociological theory course and
supervised bachelor and master
students’ theses. She has also
taught workshops on text min-
ing for social scientists.
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Filip Olsson is a Max Weber Fel-
low at the Department of Po-
litical and Social Sciences. He
holds a PhD in Sociology from
Stockholm University, with a
background in psychology and
political science. He was most
recently employed as a post-
doctoral researcher at the Insti-
tute for Future Studies in Stock-
holm. As a PhD student, he also
spent time at Waseda University
and UCLA.

His work broadly focuses on the
contextual nature of implicit atti-
tudes, studying how individuals
internalize, use and reproduce
various attitudes and beliefs be-
yond conscious control. To this
end, he has used laboratory,
field, and natural experiments
to study phenomena such as
implicit nationalism, right-wing
populism, and prejudice. Much
of this research focuses on how
large-scale events—from terror
attacks to the World Cup—af-
fect prejudiced and nationalist
sentiments.

At EUI, Filip will study how long-
72

Olsson, Filip (SWE)

Mail: filip.olsson@eui.eu
Mentor: Prof. Valentina Di Stasio

term trends and sudden crises
shape the relationship between
explicit and implicit attitudes,
aiming to better understand the
stability or malleability of such
attitudes in shifting political and
cultural landscapes.
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Tamas Peragovics is research
fellow at the Institute of World
Economics (CERS, HUN-REN)
and assistant professor at ELTE
University Budapest, Hungary.
He earned his PhD in Political
Science from Central Europe-
an University in 2022, has two
MA degrees in International
Relations, and a BA degree in
French language and literature.
His dissertation established a
novel analytical framework to
understand the process of dip-
lomatic normalization, which he
fruitfully applied to the case of
US-China rapprochement in the
1960s and 1970s.

During his second year as a Max
Weber Fellow, Tamas plans to
continue his work on multiple
article-length projects and on
turning his dissertation into a
book manuscript, which refines
and presents his theoretical in-
novation. He is also editing an
upcoming special issue on di-
plomacy, to be published in the
journal Diplomatica in 2027.

Besides diplomacy and criti-

Peragovics, Tamas (HUN)
Mail: tamas.peragovics@eui.eu
Mentor: Prof. Stefano Guzzini

cal diplomatic history, Tamas
is interested in the dynamical-
ly changing relations between
China and the European Union,
with particular focus on the Cen-
tral and Eastern European (CEE)
region. In 2023, he was a visiting
fellow at the Centre for East Eu-
ropean and International Stud-
ies (ZOiS) in Berlin, Germany,
studying China’s Belt and Road
Initiative in Hungary.

Taméas has experience teaching
a range of subjects at both un-
dergraduate and graduate lev-
els. These include International
Relations theory, Critical Secu-
rity Studies, and other courses
related to diplomacy, conflict
management, and foreign poli-
cy analysis
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Sebastian Ramirez-Ruiz is a Re-
search Associate at the Hertie
School Data Science Lab in Ber-
lin. His research applies tools
from computational social sci-
ence to study how policymakers
engage with academic research
and how scientific evidence in-
forms public decision making.
His dissertation draws on sever-
al large-scale empirical projects,
combining diverse data sources
— from online behavioural trac-
es to legislative records — with
advanced computational and
causal inference methods to
examine the conditions under
which  policymakers interact
with research and expertise. His
broader interests include causal
inference, measurement, opin-
ion and preference formation,
and the role of evidence in dem-
ocratic governance.

As a Max Weber Fellow, he
plans to further investigate poli-
cymaker-researcher interactions
across digital and institutional
settings. He also aims to contrib-
ute to the ‘Expert Knowledge
and Authority in Transformative
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Times' cluster and the broader
programme’s academic com-
munity through his expertise in
computational and quantitative
methods - including automat-
ed data collection, statistical
modelling, and causal inference
—and his commitment to collab-
oration, multidisciplinarity, and
open science. He has extensive
experience teaching data sci-
ence, programming, and causal
inference to both students and
policymakers, and is passion-
ate about bridging technical
expertise with policy practice.
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Natasja Rupesinghe studies
conflict and political violence.
Her thesis examined how com-
munities responded to a local
jihadist rebellion in central Mali
and investigated why some
communities collaborated with
jihadist rebels, while others vi-
olently resisted them. This re-
search drew on in-depth inter-
views with war-affected civilians
during fieldwork in Bamako be-
tween September 2021-April
2022.

At the EUI, Natasja will contin-
ue to research the role of civilian
agency in war, shifting the focus
to high-risk behaviour in com-
munal conflicts. This research
explores how communities use
informal social institutions to
promote non-violence over vi-
olence and how leaders pursue
dialogue with armed groups to
foster peace locally.

Natasja obtained her DPhil in
International Relations in 2024
from Nuffield College, Universi-
ty of Oxford. She has a BA in Eu-
ropean Social and Political Stud-
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ies, specialising in International
Relations, and French from Uni-
versity College London, and an
MSc in Conflict Studies from the
London School of Economics
and Political Science. She has
previously been a research fel-
low at the Norwegian Institute
of International Affairs, in Oslo.
In addition to academic posi-
tions, Natasja was seconded to
the African Union in the Peace
Operations Division between
2016-2017. She has worked in
non-governmental organisa-
tions, such as Human Rights
Watch in London and Relief In-
ternational in Colombo. She
is currently also a fellow at the
Centre on Armed Groups based
in Geneva.
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Lennart Schirmann’s research
examines how people engage in
political and social change, with
a special focus on legislative and
protest politics. His work lies at
the intersection of comparative
politics and political sociology.
During his Max Weber Fellow-
ship, Lennart will investigate
how social movement activists
claim representative functions
in contemporary democracies
(supply side), and how citizens
perceive these representative
claims (demand side). By em-
phasising the performative di-
mension of representation, his
project bridges the gap between
innovative theoretical literature
on representation and research
focused on social movements.
To that end, he applies a varie-
ty of methods, with a particular
focus on computational text and
video analysis tools, as well as
survey experiments

Before coming to the EUI, Len-
nart was a postdoctoral fellow at
the Minda de Gunzburg Centre
for European Studies at Harvard
University and at the WZB Ber-
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lin Social Science Centre. He
received his PhD from the Uni-
versity of Cologne and was a
member of the Cologne Grad-
uate School in Management,
Economics and Social Sciences.
During his PhD, he was also a
visiting researcher at the Uni-
versity of Amsterdam, the WZB
Berlin Social Science Centre,
and Pompeu Fabra University in
Barcelona.

His work has appeared in the
British Journal of Political Sci-
ence, European Journal of Polit-
ical Research, Electoral Studies,
Legislative Studies Quarterly,
and the Journal of Elections,
Public Opinion and Parties,
among others.
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Lloreng Soler-Buades is current-
ly completing his PhD in Politi-
cal Science at the Universitat
Autonoma de Barcelona (UAB),
where he also earned a MA in
Social Policy, Work and Wel-
fare in 2020. During his doctoral
studies, he has been a visiting
fellow at the University of Milan
and the University of Edinburgh.

His research interests lie at the
intersection  of comparative
welfare state research and par-
ty politics. His research agenda
is twofold: first, examining the
politics of welfare state change,
and second, investigating how
social policy reforms can both
mitigate and reproduce the dis-
tributive conflicts they seek to
address.

In his dissertation, Lloren¢ has
explored the political and in-
stitutional drivers behind poli-
cy divergence in minimum in-
come reforms in Europe’s south.
Methodologically, he combines
quantitative and qualitative
methods, ranging from Principal
Component Analysis to com-
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parative historical analysis and
process tracing. His doctoral
research has been funded by
an FI-SDUR (AGAUR) fellowship
from the Generalitat de Cata-
lunya.

As a Max Weber Fellow at the
EUI, Lloreng aims to develop
two projects on the politics and
distributive effects of labour
market reforms. The first will ex-
amine the political economy of
active labour-market policies in
a comparative EU context, while
the second will investigate the
distributive outcomes of recent
changes to labour market regu-
lations through a case study.
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Roberto Valli is by training a
political scientist specializing in
the political economy of identi-
ty, conflict, and religion. He was
postdoctoral research associate
at Princeton University during
the 2024-2025 academic year.
He earned his PhD in 2024 in
the International Conflict Re-
search group at ETH Zurich. In
the summer of 2025, he was a
visiting researcher at the Univer-
sity of Konstanz, and in 2022 he
visited the Institute for Eastern
European and Eurasian Studies
at UC Berkeley.

His first research agenda fo-
cuses on the political economy
of nation building and identity
formation. His dissertation ex-
amined how border changes
shaped ethnolinguistic behav-
iour in Europe between 1816
and 1938. The second research
agenda is concerned with the
changing role of religion in poli-
tics, with a focus on the Catholic
Church. His work combines spa-
tially explicit observational data
and computational methods to
investigate political phenomena
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in novel settings and with inno-
vative research designs.

As part of his Max Weber Fellow-
ship, he plans to continue work
on both agendas, with various
projects that investigate how
changing states in nineteenth
and twentieth century Europe
contributed to the formation of
ethnically homogenous popu-
lations, and how domestic pol-
iticians interacted with religious
authorities.
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Ronay Bakan completed her
PhD in the Department of Po-
litical Science at Johns Hopkins
University. Ronay specializes in
political violence, urban politics,
and critical methodologies. Her
research employs ethnographic
methods to investigate the so-
cio-spatial dynamics of every-
day warfare, particularly focus-
ing on racialized and ethnicized
populations in the Middle East.
Ronay earned her BA and MA
degrees in Political Science and
International Relations from Bo-
gazici University in Turkey. In
2018-2019, she was a Fox Fel-
low at the MacMillan Center at
Yale University.

Her book project, titled ‘Coun-
terinsurgent Urbanism: Weap-
onizing Land and Heritage in
the Kurdish Region of Turkey’,
examines why and how states
use urban development and
heritage making as tools in
counterinsurgency  strategies.
Grounding her theory in the civ-
il war between the Turkish state
and Kurdistan Workers’ Party
(PKK), she argues that in addi-
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tion to military tactics, counter-
insurgent states employ legal
practices and developmentalist
strategies to destroy the envi-
ronment of existing insurgen-
cies while constructing the sym-
bolic and material environment
of future wars. She terms such
processes ‘counterinsurgent ur-
banism.’

As a Max Weber Fellow, Ronay
plans to finalize her book man-
uscript. In addition, she aims to
finalize an article-length meth-
odological piece provisionally
titled ‘Fieldwork as Carework’
while revising existing submis-
sions.

MAX WEBER PROGRAMME



Anissa Bougrea is a Belgian-Mo-
roccan scholar with a PhD from
Ghent University. Her disser-
tation examined how financial
instruments, private  capital
mobilisation, and guarantees
increasingly drive EU external
action, often under the guise of
‘equal partnership,” developing
a three-layered analytical frame-
work to highlight and assess the
extent and unevenness of finan-
cialization in EU development
policy in/on Africa.

Her current research interests lie
in the geopoliticization of aid,
the interplay of development
and security logics, and the re-
configuration of coloniality with-
in North-South relations through
development finance. Her work
has been published in the Jour-
nal of Economic Policy Reform,
Competition & Change, and Eu-
ropean Foreign Affairs Review,
and in edited volumes with Rou-
tledge and Oxford University
Press.

Anissa has taught extensively on
political economy, EU-Africa re-
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lations, and decolonisation, and
is committed to bridging critical
research with public engage-
ment. She has provided policy
analyses for the Belgian foreign
affairs ministry and OACPS crisis
committee, and has contributed
to public discourse on the gen-
ocide in Gaza and the EU’s com-
plicity, through talks, interviews,
and policy critique.

As a Max Weber Fellow, she
examines how development
and security logics (from Chi-
na’s rise to critical raw materials)
intersect, are negotiated and
operationalised through finan-
cialised aid, and reshape both
development and the EU’s glob-
al role. She is deeply invested in
questions of epistemic justice,
academic care, and co-creating
research spaces that are both
politically ~and intellectually
grounded.
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Elena Cossu is a political sci-
entist who applies natural lan-
guage processing, machine
learning, and quasi-experimen-
tal methods to conceptualise
and measure deviations from
democratic norms. She recent-
ly completed a postdoctoral
fellowship at Sciences Po Paris
within the Centre for European
Studies and Comparative Pol-
itics and the European Union’s
AuthLib project, where she em-
ployed large language models
to identify illiberal discourse in
textual data.

She received her PhD from Cor-
vinus University of Budapest in
2024, co-supervised by Univer-
sity College London and funded
by the Marie-Sktodowska-Curie
Horizon 2020 FATIGUE project.
The project examined the polit-
ical divergence of Central and
Eastern Europe. Her thesis, ‘Es-
says on Conceptualising Policies
Linked to Populist Rhetoric in
Europe and Measuring Their Ef-
fects in Hungary', applied caus-
al-inference techniques to an-
alyse rhetoric and policy in the
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Hungarian context.

As a Max Weber Fellow, she will
apply NLP methods to a corpus
of European election manifestos
to identify the parties using the
most illiberal language and to
trace emerging populist trends.
She also plans to develop meth-
odological papers comparing
automated and human coding
approaches in NLP, map illiber-
alism through social media anal-
ysis, and forecast illiberal ten-
dencies across Europe.
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Joyce is a transnational law
scholar whose research critical-
ly examines the evolving rela-
tionship between non-state ac-
tors and human rights law. She
explores how such actors are
bound by human rights obli-
gations yet also actively shape
human rights law. With a focus
on the EU, she investigates the
legal frameworks through which
human rights law is articulated,
interpreted and contested in re-
lation to EU entities. Her work
covers border management,
free trade, environmental and
planetary governance, artificial
intelligence, and platform reg-
ulation.

Drawing on theories of exper-
imentalism and relationality,
Joyce is developing a model of
EU human rights governance
that is more adaptive, respon-
sive and participatory, and bet-
ter suited to the complexities of
contemporary transnational reg-
ulation.

She was an Emile Noél Fellow
(2021-2022) and a Scholar in
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Residence at the Center for Hu-
man Rights and Global Justice
at NYU School of Law (2022-
2024), where she also served
as an Adjunct Professor of EU
Law. Having completed her
PhD at Ghent University on the
EU’s human rights responsibility
gap (Hart Publishing, 2024), she
was awarded a three-year FWO
Postdoctoral Fellowship to con-
duct research on ‘relational hu-
man rights responsibility’ in en-
vironmental law, trade, Al, and
platform governance.

She has taught courses on inter-
national law, EU law, and migra-
tion/asylum law at NYU, Ghent
University, the University of Am-
sterdam, the University of Leid-
en, the University of Minnesota,
and the College of Europe.

ROBERT SCHUMAN CENTRE FOR ADVANCED STUDIES 83




Vanessa’'s research examines
how European fiscal and finan-
cial governance adapts to fi-
nancial crises, pandemics, and
rising geopolitical tensions. As
a political economist and soci-
ologist, her curiosity thrives at
the intersection of technocrat-
ic influence, political interests,
and market developments that
shape European integration.

During the first year of her Max
Weber Fellowship, Vanessa pub-
lished research from her PhD
thesis on European government
debt statistics and off-balance
sheet liabilities. She will contin-
ue this work in her second year,
while also developing a new re-
search project on the capacity of
the European insurance sector
to adapt to multiple crises.

Before coming to the EUI, Va-
nessa was a postdoctoral re-
searcher at the Max Planck In-
stitute for the Study of Societies
(MPIfG) in Cologne, where she
worked on the political econ-
omy of European off-balance
sheet policies, mapping and
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comparing national and Euro-
pean-level differences.

Vanessa received her PhD from
the University of Cologne and
was a member of the Interna-
tional Max Planck Research
School on the Social and Politi-
cal Constitution of the Economy
(IMPRS-SPCE). Prior to her PhD,
she conducted research on Eu-
ropean shadow banking regu-
lation and insurance regulation.
Her work has been published
in Competition & Change and
the Journal of Economic Policy
Reform.

Fields of expertise: European
integration, fiscal governance,
financial regulation, insurance,
public debt, off-balance sheet,
shadow banking, financial mar-
kets.
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Rachael Kei Kawasaki researches
migration, integration, and pub-
lic attitudes towards immigrants.
Her current work examines the
relationship between communi-
ty attitudes and migrants’ mul-
tidimensional integration pro-
cesses in the UK context.

Rachael earned her PhD from
Kyoto  University’s Graduate
School of Advanced Integrated
Studies in Human Survivability,
focusing on cross-national de-
terminants of attitudes towards
immigrants, expanding the
study area to include non-Euro-
pean and developing countries.
Her research experience spans
both academic and policy con-
texts, including positions at the
OECD International Migration
Division, where she contributed
to research on labour migration
in Asia, and UNESCO Bangkok,
where she analysed learning
outcomes for migrant children in
non-formal education settings.

As a visiting scholar at the Uni-
versity of Cambridge Depart-
ment of Land Economy and a
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matriculated member of Pem-
broke College, she investigat-
ed income and life satisfaction
inequalities between immigrant
and UK-born populations, as
well as disparities among differ-
ent immigrant groups. Her work
bridges quantitative analysis
with policy-relevant research on
migration and integration out-
comes.
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Nele is a political scientist who
specializes in International Re-
lations (IR). Generally, her re-
search focuses on contestation
and change in global govern-
ance. Her key interests include
policymaking in international
organisations, the influence of
non-state actors on global pol-
itics, the implementation of in-
ternational rules on the ground,
European and international mi-
gration and asylum politics, and
normative questions of borders
and democracy beyond the
state. At the EUI, she will investi-
gate new forms of policymaking
in times of global transforma-
tion as well as crisis governance
by international organizations.

Nele Kortendiek is a postdoc-
toral researcher at the Chair of
International Institutions and
Peace Processes at Goethe Uni-
versity Frankfurt. She is a princi-
pal investigator in the research
group Transborder Mobility and
Institutional Dynamics (trans-
MID), where she directs the
sub-project ‘International Or-
ganisations: Norm-Setting and
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Norm Implementation for the
Protection of Refugees'.

For her PhD on the role of in-
ternational  organisations in
migration and asylum govern-
ance, Nele conducted field re-
search at the European external
border in Greece as well as in
Brussels, Geneva, Valletta, and
Warsaw. Her dissertation was
awarded the best dissertation
prize by the German Political
Science Association (DVPW) as
well as an honourable mention
by the European International
Studies Association (EISA). Her
book Global Governance on the
Ground - Organizing Migration
and Asylum at the Border was
published by Oxford University
Press in 2024 and received the
Chadwick-Alger-Award.
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Biljana Kotevska is a socio-legal
feminist scholar specialising in
equality and non-discrimination
law, international human rights
law, legal history, and research
methodology. As a Max Weber
Fellow she is preparing a mon-
ograph on intersectional dis-
crimination and equality law in
the post-Yugoslav context. Her
research also examines politi-
cal and class discrimination as
pressing contemporary issues.

Biljana holds a PhD in Law from
Queen’s University Belfast, an
LLM (Distinction) in Internation-
al Human Rights Law from the
University of Essex, an MA in
Democracy and Human Rights
in South-East Europe from the
Universities of Sarajevo and Bo-
logna, and an LLB from Ss. Cyr-
il and Methodius University in
Skopje.

Her academic work is grounded
in extensive field and archival
research across Europe. She has
led multiple research projects
as Principal Investigator, includ-
ing the ongoing FOLIO project,
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supported by an EUI Early Stage
Researcher grant. Her teaching
spans EU law, human rights,
gender equality, and includes
professional training for MPs,
public officials, and equality
bodies.

Biljana also engages in public
policy and legal reform. She
has consulted for the European
Commission, EIGE, FRA, OSCE,
and the Council of Europe, con-
tributing to reforms in North
Macedonia. She currently serves
as expert coordinator for en-
largement countries in the Euro-
pean Commission’s Network of
Legal Experts on Gender Equal-
ity and Non-discrimination Law.
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Yinggiu Kuang's research in-
terests lie at the intersection
of technology, law, and global
governance in East Asia and be-
yond. Her book project, ‘A Mo-
saic of Mundane Innovations:
Emerging Powers, Multinational
Firms, and Global 5G Technol-
ogy Rules,” examines the emer-
gence of latecomer economies
such as China and South Ko-
rea as key agents in the global
technology governance regime.
Using mixed research methods
and an original, novel dataset,
the project aims to explain why
East Asian firms appear more
effective in 5G rule-making on
transnational platforms than tra-
ditional technology giants, and
how the diverse behaviour of
these firms is reshaping global
institutions.

At the EUI, Yinggiu will contin-
ue expanding and revising her
book manuscript. She will also
pursue her scholarly agenda on
how technological unpredicta-
bility is changing the landscape
of economic governance in Asia,
Europe, and the wider world.
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Yinggiu completed her PhD in
Political Science at the Univer-
sity of British Columbia. She
also holds master’s degrees in
political science from UBC and
Leiden. She developed her in-
terest in East Asian politics and
economy while an undergradu-
ate student at Peking University
and Waseda University in China
and Japan. As a policy special-
ist, she has also worked with the
Asia Pacific Foundation of Can-
ada, the National Energy Board
of Canada, and others.
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Miranda Loli is a political scien-
tist, specializing in international
relations. Her research explores
the role of international organi-
zations; she has a keen interest
in how local non-governmental
actors make space for them-
selves in the international arena.
At the EUI, Miranda is revising
her PhD dissertation into a book,
and preparing publications for
her new project examining how
recovery during a war is contest-
ed and negotiated in practice.

Miranda completed her PhD
in 2023 at the University of
Darmstadt with a dissertation
titted ‘The Translocality of An-
ti-Corruption  Practices:  En-
counters between the Local
and the International in Kosovo
and Ukraine’, exploring the in-
tersection between the global
fight against corruption and se-
curity. Bridging political geog-
raphy and IR, she introduces a
framework to study interactions
between different localities and
how they affect global govern-
ance. For her project on interna-
tional cooperation and resilient
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recovery initiatives in Ukraine,
she was selected for the Char-
lemagne Prize Academy. Her
research has been supported by
grants from the European Co-
operation in Science and Tech-
nology (COST), the United Na-
tions Office of Drugs and Crime
(UNODC) and the International
Studies Association (ISA).

Prior to her PhD, Miranda stud-
ied political science, peace and
conflict studies, and sociology at
the Ludwig Maximilian Universi-
ty of Munich and the University
of Frankfurt. She has designed
and taught several courses on
the politics of expertise in glob-
al governance, international or-
ganizations, and the European
Union
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Thomas McGee is an interdis-
ciplinary researcher working at
the intersection of legal and so-
cial studies of the Middle East,
with a focus on Syria, Kurdish
dynamics and the wider Levant
region. Thomas obtained his
PhD at Melbourne Law School
on ‘Syria’s Changing Stateless-
ness Landscape: 2011 as Critical
Juncture’. In 2024, he was a Vis-
iting Fellow at the University of
Oxford’s Refugee Studies Cen-
tre. He holds an MA in Kurdish
Studies from the University of
Exeter and a BA in Modern and
Medieval Languages from the
University of Cambridge. His ac-
ademic work has been published
in the Journal of Ethnic and Mi-
gration Studies, International
Migration Review, Middle East
Journal of Culture and Com-
munication, Citizenship Studies,
Genocide Studies International,
the Statelessness & Citizenship
Review and the Kurdish Studies
Journal. Thomas speaks Arabic
and Kurdish and has worked for
a decade as an analyst and advi-
sor for humanitarian and devel-
opment programmes in Syria.
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During his Max Weber Fellow-
ship, Thomas intends to work on
preparing his PhD for publica-
tion as a book, while continuing
to theorise the legal landscape
and exploring legal reform dy-
namics in Syria, as well as work-
ing on a project to develop a
case law database relating to
statelessness and nationality
issues in the Middle East and
North Africa.
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Annaliese Milano Merfield is an
anthropologist whose research
concerns two of the largest
cryptocurrency communities —
Bitcoin and Ethereum — and the
blockchain technologies they
have developed. She holds a
PhD in anthropology from the
London School of Economics
and Political Science (LSE).

Her doctoral thesis, titled ‘The
Social Layer: An Ethnography
of Two Cryptocurrency Com-
munities in the United States,’
is based on two years of ethno-
graphic research conducted in
New York City and online. The
thesis argues that the Bitcoin
and Ethereum communities are
making important contributions
to debates on economic and
democratic governance in the
United States. Likewise, it ex-
plores how these communities
have undermined the state’s
role in mediating the value of
money and the flow of capital,
and created new strategies of
accumulation in the pursuit of
‘generational wealth'.
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As a Max Weber Fellow, Annal-
iese is working to convert her
thesis into a monograph. She
continues to develop her doc-
toral research, preparing arti-
cles for publication, while also
developing her next research
project. Prior to completing
her PhD, Annaliese received an
MRes and MSc in anthropology
from LSE. Her research interests
include digital ethnography, de-
centralised communities, capi-
talism, digital finance, financial
inclusion, governance, value,
money, and memes.

ROBERT SCHUMAN CENTRE FOR ADVANCED STUDIES 91




Francesca Minetto is a doctoral
candidate at the Jacques Delors
Centre, Hertie School in Berlin.
Her research combines mixed
methods, including modern
computational and statistical
techniques alongside in-depth
qualitative analysis, to examine
the dynamics of European and
global governance. Her disser-
tation challenges the prevailing
view of the EU as a unilateral
policy exporter by investigat-
ing the role of non-EU actors
in shaping European policy-
making. She draws on several
large-scale empirical projects,
integrating diverse data sourc-
es ranging from computational
analysis of policy documents
to manual coding of legislative
files. Her broader research inter-
ests include global and Europe-
an governance, policy diffusion
and learning, and the function-
ing of international institutions.

As a Max Weber Fellow, she
plans to expand her research
agenda by exploring the evolu-
tion of the EU’s approach to mul-
tilateral governance, particularly
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in response to the erosion of the
rules-based international order.
She aims to contribute to the
interdisciplinary ‘Decentring Eu-
rocentrism’ cluster by bringing
a multilateral governance per-
spective to the study of Europe
in the world. She also seeks to
engage actively with the pro-
gramme’s academic communi-
ty through her methodological
expertise in mixed methods re-
search, and her commitment to
interdisciplinary dialogue and
collaborative scholarship. Franc-
esca has teaching experience in
areas related to the EU’s exter-
nal action and the European Un-
ion as a global actor.
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Laura Pierret's research is at the
crossroads of political economy
and EU studies. She works on
the political power of economic
ideas and the role of expertise
in policymaking. Laura is par-
ticularly interested in the search
of political actors for credibility
and trustworthiness, and how
these processes of legitimation
affect macroeconomic policies.
Her dissertation was on the
concept of moral hazard and its
domination of the EU’s response
to the Great Recession. Her
research has been published
in leading academic journals,
such as the Journal of European
Public Policy and the Journal of
Common Market Studies.

As a Max Weber Fellow, Laura
is developing her work on the
social construction of moral haz-
ard to include a longer historical
period and a transatlantic com-
parative perspective. She will
also start a new project on the
variation over time of economic
expertise as a source of political
legitimacy.
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Prior to joining the EUI, Lau-
ra was a doctoral researcher at
the University of Luxembourg
(2020-2024), an academic as-
sistant at the College of Europe
(Bruges, 2019-2020), an econ-
omist at the Embassy of the
Argentine Republic (Brussels,
2018), and a junior analysist at
France Stratégie (Paris, 2016-
2017). Laura holds a PhD in po-
litical science (University of Lux-
embourg), an MA in European
political and governance stud-
ies (College of Europe), an MSc
in economics (Paris-Dauphine
University), and a double BSc in
economics (Paris-Dauphine Uni-
versity and Autonomous Univer-
sity of Madrid).
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Julia Schweers is a postdoctoral
researcher at the University of
Oxford's Refugee Studies Cen-
tre, where she is interested in
autocratic regimes and their ref-
ugee politics. She holds a DPhil
in Migration Studies from the
Centre on Migration, Policy and
Society, Oxford, and has been
a guest researcher at the Social
Science Research Centre of Ber-
lin (WZB), the Free University of
Berlin, and the University of Cal-
ifornia, Berkeley.

At the EUI, Julia will work on
two projects related to citizen-
ship: one investigates the so-
cio-economic benefits of dual
citizenship acquisition for return
migrants, the other investigates
UNHCR's policies on naturalisa-
tion in protracted refugee situ-
ations.
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Before coming to the EUI,
Lorenzo Termine was a postdoc-
toral researcher at Sapienza Uni-
versity of Rome and an adjunct
professor at both the University
of International Studies of Rome
(UNINT) and the American Uni-
versity of Rome. He is currently a
non-resident senior fellow at the
Atlantic Council’s Europe Center
and research coordinator at the
Center for Geopolitical and IR
Studies Geopolitica.info.

He holds a PhD in Political Stud-
ies from Sapienza University of
Rome and has served as a con-
tributor to the Italian Ministry of
Defence’s Institute for Research
and Analysis (IRAD). He has
also held visiting positions at
Georgetown University, the Uni-
versité Internationale de Rabat,
and the University of Pittsburgh.

Lorenzo has extensive teach-
ing experience across academ-
ic and professional platforms,
including institutions such as
Sapienza, UNINT, AUR, IULM,
the Universities of Teramo, Tor
Vergata, and Perugia, as well as

Termine, Lorenzo (ITA)
Mail: lorenzo.termine@eui.eu
Mentor: Prof. Giulio Pugliese

the Italian Center for Higher De-
fence Studies and the think tank
Geopolitica.info.

In addition to his doctoral train-
ing, he has completed advanced
courses and programmes at
IPSA, ECPR, East China Nor-
mal University, TOChina, Torino
World Affairs Institute, the Stim-
son Center, the International
Public Policy Association, and
the EU Non-Proliferation Con-
sortium.

His research interests include
international politics and securi-
ty, with a focus on Italy’s foreign
and security policy engagement
with the Indo-Pacific, US-China
competition, and nuclear weap-
ons.
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Imogen Bayley earned her PhD
(Comparative History), magna
cum laude, at the Central Eu-
ropean University. Since com-
pleting her doctorate, Imogen
has worked as a freelance editor
and copywriter with internation-
al organizations and renowned
think tanks. She is a co-founder
of the Centre for Policy Writing
(CEPOW), a training consultancy
for policy communication.

Imogen is a practice-oriented
academic in the field of migra-
tion studies. During her first
year as a Max Weber Fellow, she
successfully published her first
book, Postwar Migration Policy
and the Displaced of the British
Zone in Germany, 1945-1951
(2024). The book is based on her
doctoral research and presents
the multi-layered historical pro-
cesses that have impacted prac-
tices of migration in the postwar
period and its political contain-
ment. She has further co-au-
thored a second book, Policy
Communications: How to Write
an Effective Policy Brief (2025),
designed to help policymakers,
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researchers, advocacy profes-
sionals, communications spe-
cialists, and anyone who needs
to turn complex ideas into clear,
compelling, and actionable pol-
icy communications.

During the second year of her
Max Weber Fellowship, Imogen
aims to make a theoretical and
empirical contribution to both
the policy entrepreneurship
and Narrative Policy Framework
(NPF) literatures. She plans to
investigate how policy entrepre-
neurs use historical narratives as
a part of their policy entrepre-
neurship strategies in the field
of migration policy.
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Daniela Heimpel is a political
scientist, specialising in Euro-
pean studies. Her research fo-
cuses on citizenship education,
European citizenship, demo-
cratic innovations, transnational
democracy, pluralism, and Eu-
ropean integration. Her upcom-
ing monograph investigates the
idea of European citizenship
education and critically analyses
related EU education policies
and discourses. She co-directed
a collaborative research project
on ‘Challenges of Pluralism’ in
contemporary liberal societies
in Europe and North America.

At the EUI, Daniela works on
citizen participation in Europe.
In particular, she is interested
in experiments in deliberative
and participatory democracy at
the EU level. She investigates
whether, how, and when par-
ticipation in such transnational
experiments can enhance the
capacity of the involved citizens
to take part in Europe’s trans-
national democracy and foster
European citizenship education
in practice. The project includes
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two case studies: the Confer-
ence on the Future of Europe
(2021-2022) and the European
Citizens’ Panels organised by
the European Commission since
2022. Daniela is part of the
Democratic Odyssey team.

Before joining the EUI, Daniela
was a postdoctoral researcher
and co-director of the research
group ‘The State, Norms, and
Political Conflicts’ at the Cen-
tre Marc Bloch. Previously, she
worked as a postdoctoral re-
searcher at the Montreal Centre
for International Studies (CERI-
UM) and as a research associate
at the Institute for Sustainability
Studies in Potsdam (RIFS). She
holds a PhD in Political Science
from the Université de Montréal
and the Université de Nantes
(2021).
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Rajkumar is trained in interdisci-
plinary social sciences. He was a
Blue Charter Fellow working on
marine plastic pollution facilitat-
ed by The Association of Com-
monwealth  Universities and
spent three months at Cardiff
University. There, he designed
a survey to measure behav-
iours, attitudes, and percep-
tions around plastic pollution in
Indian cities, culminating in his
doctoral work. He was awarded
a PhD in Law and Governance
by the Centre for the Study of
Law and Governance, Jawahar-
lal Nehru University, Delhi, India
(2024).

Rajkumar’s doctoral work ex-
plored the various forms of
regulatory institutions enabling
individuals, households and
communities in urban neigh-
bourhoods to adapt behaviour
changes around household re-
cycling practices. The work in-
volved ethnographic fieldwork
in western India (Aurangabad,
Maharashtra) and Delhi in 2021.

As a Max Weber Fellow, he in-
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tends to explore the relationship
between regulation of sustaina-
ble consumption behaviours or
consumer-extended  environ-
mental cooperative behaviour
(recycling) and its broader con-
tribution to a ‘circular economy
society’ in the global south. He
wishes to understand the mech-
anisms that facilitate the moral
and social values of the sover-
eign consumer to be aligned
with the normative transitions
required for a ‘circular economy
society’. The interdisciplinary
work borrows analytical frame-
works from law and econom-
ics and draws inspiration from
Elinor Ostrom’s approach to
understanding institutional di-
versity among real world social
dilemmas. Rajkumar attempts
to live a frugal lifestyle and con-
nect with surrounding nature
and animals.
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At the time of writing, Andrea is
a postdoctoral research fellow
at the Blavatnik School of Gov-
ernment, University of Oxford,
and an associate member of St
Antony’s College. Previously, he
was a visiting researcher at the
United Nations University World
Institute for Development Eco-
nomics Research (UNU-WIDER),
a postdoctoral research fellow
at the University of Insubria, and
adjunct professor of Theories
and Policies of Economic Devel-
opment at the Sapienza Univer-
sity of Rome.

Andrea’s research interests lie
at the intersection of compara-
tive politics and global develop-
ment. He studies the state and
political regimes, their measure-
ment, their interaction, and their
relationship with human wellbe-
ing, especially in challenging sit-
uations like fragile Global South
contexts, increasing instability
in the Global North, and major
crises like COVID-19. His work
is ultimately driven by the de-
sire to understand better how
strong, democratically governed
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states that are well-equipped to
respond to contemporary chal-
lenges can flourish.

As a Max Weber Fellow at the
EUI, Andrea will investigate the
underlying mechanisms and
pathways to effective democrat-
ic governance, focusing on the
specific, disaggregated charac-
teristics of democracy and state
capacity, and their interplay.

Andrea completed his PhD at
the Sapienza University of Rome
in October 2021, with a disserta-
tion titled ‘On the Measurement
of State Capacity: Quantitative
Questions and Conceptual Con-
siderations’.
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Moritz Wassum completed his
PhD at the University of Strath-
clyde’s School of Government
and Public Policy in Glasgow. In
his PhD thesis he explores and
tests the role of international, in-
stitutional, and political econo-
my factors in explaining tempo-
ral and cross-country variation in
formal competition laws and en-
forcement activities. Before his
PhD, he studied Public Admin-
istration and International Polit-
ical Economy at the University
of Konstanz and the University
of Warwick (MA) and obtained
a BA in Political Science from
Goethe University Frankfurt. His
primary research interests are in
the areas of public policy, reg-
ulatory governance, and regula-
tion.

As a Max Weber Fellow, Moritz
will work towards publishing his
PhD thesis and develop a new
research project on the relation-
ship between regulation (includ-
ing competition policy) and so-
cio-economic inequalities with
a focus on public infrastructure
sectors. Specifically, he will ex-
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plore the effects of regulatory
agencies and regulations on
sectoral development and the
reduction of socio-economic
inequalities. The main research
questions ask whether existing
regulatory institutions improve
the functioning of markets and
reduce socio-economic inequal-
ites and how the regulatory
state may be designed to better
contribute to equal economic
development. Moritz also has
experience as a teaching assis-
tant covering undergraduate
classes in International Relations
and Comparative Politics.
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Qiaochu Zhang is a postdoctor-
al researcher on the European
Research Council-funded pro-
ject 'Weaponised Artificial Intel-
ligence, Norms, and Order (Au-
toNorms)’ at the University of
Southern Denmark. Her research
focuses on China’s approach to
two key areas of global govern-
ance: artificial intelligence (Al)
and human protection. She is
particularly interested in how
China influences the transfor-
mation of international norms
and global order. Her work has
been published or is forthcom-
ing in International Affairs, Inter-
national Peacekeeping, and The
Oxford Handbook of Norms Re-
search in International Relations,
among others.

Qiaochu completed her PhD in
Politics at the University of Man-
chester in 2024. She also holds
an MA in International Relations
from King's College London and
a BA in International Politics
from Fudan University in China.
She also manages the social me-
dia presence of the Journal of
Global Security Studies, a jour-
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nal of the International Studies
Association (ISA), and previously
served as a convenor of the Ear-
ly Career Researcher Workshop
at the Manchester China Insti-
tute.

As a Max Weber Fellow, Qiao-
chu is continuing her research
on China’s role in global Al gov-
ernance. In particular, she is ex-
amining how China’s approach
to Al governance is constituted
through the practices and in-
teractions of various domestic
actors, how it is perceived at
both regional and international
levels, and what these dynamics
imply for the evolution of inter-
national orders.
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